
mEGON Cf!AB SEASONS 

~ ~l!mf'1ll. 

Until 1947""'48 t:i-a ;;!ll:i:'e M ~tv.lde soo.soiml r.estrict~ on the 

ooean resw.totions were adoptsd by the Ql:-egon Fish Callmiiw:ton~ Tha f:'IJ?st 

seasonal restrictions ,~ bll.!iled on Ol:'ab cm:iditiou., Wbsn 10% ~· lllOt"e cf t:1'.JS 

too catch roocood 

establish set -QM UUlf:U;,t. tt.e pe,."'Uld Wt!&!'.! 

satt soollel~ Too ooi»s re<:l0l!ilr;ellt1oo to too !%~.=,.,-



1960 mid r~t 1955, 19581 mid 1960, though limited 

in m:llllbar, cont:umed to sholl a dirfe..""<'.lnc.i in t:lloo 

and II (Table l)., 

The present regulatiooo restrict the f':l.shsr:y to adult :male cn.oo in 

tbeb- third or foorth year of life whieh ere prooo.blJ, approoolrlng tbs end of 

their life sprm. Males mate at lea11t once before reaebil'lg a !!i!U'ketable si~Q 

Results of taag:tne exper:bnents eoodooted in \lu~~ ~goo suggest 

that the fishery hl!rvests aoout 90% of the mrketeble crabs each Sll!!.OOn,. Tilfl 

problem then becomes one of esta.bll11lrlng season dates that um rellult in 

the ~st of crabs in pr:lloo oondition and offer protection dffl."ing tl:Ja ..,,,'t­

sbelled stage vben tbey are moot ~ble to :lnjucy- i':Nmi band1ing or corifine­

mant with other -bs., In too earq years of the fishery ~ ru!d -

f'inement injuries ffl'!l'S minimili!ed beoou.ee onlJ, :relatively few fisherman ,118l'e 

fishing m.-abs in the offs~ wtera@ !slw us mva r.fl18r 100 crabbars that 

fish in excess of 201 000 trap!! off the Ci-egoo ooa.st each -- (Tahle 

This ~ or p,,ta fislrlng during tbe e'.hedding period i;,i::, sr.wtlJ, after could 

rellult in a lle:t'iaus loos ot crabs to the finhe1o/. 

At the tima ooean seasom ~ adopted it -e decdded oot to regulate 

the estuaries on a aaasom.l hlls:is., Thin decision W$ bmled on the :!.oo.b:tllty 

or the biologists to es!;abllsh att:r seM-1 p11.ttern or shedding within the 

estuaries sooth of the Col.umbia River* 'l'hase areas contain a l'd.gh pe1•esntaga 

of oott-mall ~ duri~ ~ rionth or the year,, It was t'.s~ that 

time that tbs. CO:bmibia River i"o~ the ·l,lllll8 p!l,ttern as otl:!e:r eattmt·:!.aso 

lb.ieni'e?'"' studil!la oo!ldu1:-ted during too f'all err 19;;,-vl and 1958 indioaud toot in 

the Columbia River the shedding and ea.'(t.ahell period is virtimlly the - es 

in the oooano The h:tgh pareentaga or oo:i"l;,,,sl'l9ll crabs s:v<1,i;lable during 



'l'abllli 1., Per Cent Legat ~ooll ooean Crabs S!lmpled at Ports or 
Astaf':la Md. J~t, 1955 Md. J.';15i~J,, 

·. . s:a :i; • ~ :Area ;g 
Date lb., Orabs % no., Crabs lit 

§mm],G §m't.ibill,~M!'l Wt, @b$ll 

!1-ber 24 m l8 

J~4 ll 
A~26 ,430 36 
1~2/AS 845 
Da~ 4 292 20 

II 9 341 18 
II 16 478 20 
Iii '!/IS 17 
II .;)l, 198 10 

~bs!' 30 18 
~4 46 

II 8 ::Sl 
II 16,;J.7 .,, 

-~>~•i'J, 14 
,5" •. 's 

lm'8!llmr 23 i61 38 
Il~6 ;ill 4'1h. 19 

Tabl.e 2., Crab &.m8on1 1~ or uoatsi» aml Ma:c::.tml:llll r~ o:f: 
Crab Pots Fished,. 
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fer llll. !l.l'OOSo Tlll!l northern aa:u.t'orn:!.a11 northern Oregon (Area I), and 'Washington 

1/ll'MS ope!'l8d De~ 15J sruth9l'll Cregm (~ II), ope!'l8d ~mi»l" 15@ The 

wr~ opeiwig dates reOOMllf)ilil.ad for Otegoo were bal!oo. upon eoodition studies 

in 19,48., 

The Cregan Fish Cloi1md!'l!'liffl aeted in De~ 1960 to~ th;; opeiwig 

date r~ ~ I trm ~ 15 to J~ 111 and rrr ~aa II tra:i t~ 

15 to D-ber 1,, These n81r!' dates i~ to be~ e:l.'i'eetive ill. the 1961,,,62 

season it tlla l~ - was slUlNld to ooine:!.de tl'ith that proposed tar: 

Area I in Cregan. Subsequently the Was~ l!OOSOO ws slwed., 

'l"m Oll'C ~on CNated omtl:"O!l'el'sy among s- segmento of the ~gon 

11:ldlll!tey fflW ~d that the crab condition did not vm:y su:l.'i'i"Ciently bet-won 

a.reas to 'l!lll"rnnt different opening datss fC/1/' Areas I Md llo !II aoo~ 

mth a MC requsst11 a~ :lJM!stigl!l,tim wa uud~oon to~ tlll!l 

oouditioo of c:Nl.OO limded in the ~ipsl. C!!:-agon J;,Ql?ts" 

~i 

Through th!/, eoopera.tim of the prooessil'..g plants and fis~n, m'nbs 

ware SM!plsd at - mll'l doolmide fell' shall CO!'.dit:lon during the 1960,,61 ooa-, 

soo and at doclmidl':l ~ dl!l":i:ng th$ 1961,.62 season,, Comitim of the CNtbe 

w.a de~ ~ pinching the sh!lll at the base of the tenth antero-latersl 

sp:l.ne,, Ii' the shell ws ~bls a.t th:lo pointw tbs lll!:'llb ~ oons!i.da.."'ed to 

be condition 1llmo h!lrd 1:1helled., Ii' th@ shell .,as flmdb."!.13 U!'ldv pre,1:1sure, 

it 1i1as considered u eoodition 2 or sort sllelloo" Ir 5.t ,m1:1 very irort (I);' 

e~ssed r~ it \,'W'l ruaas:li':iad as condition J., ~s '001"0. t:0:ken 

weakly Yoon '118at~ and limdings ~tted until tl:itl ~helled ?"-,;rc,en~ 

declined to~ 1~ .. .Uoow each stsf.f ~ oo:mpled at ~t o:i:ice 

in ll"!f8ey port in moder tc m;in:i;m;tllA9 b~ 'Width b'equenci0s ~ taken cf' 

legal m:»f't-shelled -b.\! mid a portion of too ~Jielled a:N1.b.\!., 



se.mpllng the 

that rl!irl not, completely filloo. 

out since sheddiog; (2) u."lifc= interp.,.-.;tation o:f:' shell condition lYJ all 

!!1.1.ll!pler!!; !IJ'.:l (3) the O-'\mples t,aken &'a repl.'eseniat:l:;re of the m•aps being 

oo!lditioo. 
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Table 3. ~ of Crab Sampling b;11' lll'aa a!ld Tll'll<! f'or tm 196(),.61 Se~ 

Dat<1 
Loogbe11.oh Colo R@ c. Falcon Co illlmGO Rogue R. Reef 

Week to to to to to to 
lilmwr aµm 222.e 1'>1 C,, fll]OOR • (j,g 1:Qglgml mm R Q .l\9a n111 ::,a, <ifJ 2 r, ~ 

Nov. Z1 - - - 38 - - -
Dec. l3 57 - - 20 11, 6 36 
Deo. 26 i,l 29 - 7 - - )6 

Jan. 1 37 - - 3 5 l3 20· 
JMo 8 - 13 - 5 <ll<lilll'l< - -
J'Wla - - ,. s - 10 20 
Jan. 22 l3 9 - 7 6 - -Jwi. 9 - 9 - 9 l3 

Feb. 5 - - - 6 - - -l~eb. 19 7 - - .... -Feb. 26 ~- -· - 2 - .... -
M&u•. 5 - - - 6 29 - 12 
lw. 19 5 6 - - -- - -ls. 26 - -- - 3 - - ' Apr,, 2 63 10 - - - - -Apr. l6 - - - 5 2 - -kpr: 0 ;!O 23 - - - - - -
May 7 &!CM' - ~- - -w 

Total 
lfu.mber 
Sampled J,391 1@602 0 6$052 ~968 1,~ 2,SJ.4 
~ "'-!!>"'" ,. "' ,_-,,,,,,w,v r 1l ~ 4 ..,__,,__ 



na~ 
C0 Fa.1,00ll --•-·-----,-~ C • Bllil!:11:>ill lwgUlll RO Re'11i' 

W1111k to t@ to to t.o te 
~ :._ ____ J.!Al,;,..L._ _ __!CM.I"'"'' J;,F~RLJ-IQ@ii;,',!l~\ ~, ~'1~~Ji,,, ii,ls~.!'M,~~~~ 

lO - - 11 -- 10 
Dao@ 17 - - 11. 10 

24 - - - -· 31 =m - - -
,Jmi, 7 - - - 25 
,ran. 14 50 - -Jan. 21 7 17 4 23 0 16 

2$ -- ~- - W:-IWN -%• 

l?ebo 4 5 l4 7 7 IX,~ s 
J?!8b9 ll 4 - - -l8 - - '¾f,W,,' -

25 
_, 

3 ~i¥fi'J' 
., 

lm, 4 3 - - ~- -ll 4 -~ - - -18 ; "'m@l. - -~ 
JJhtwoor,, 
Sffll!pled 



ll!l!J.i:!Oll@ fu-ab CC!r!lll\'~:!.OO ,Jail better 0!1 

l.9l:i0•<:1l. ax,,et,t for those t£1t""" 

aroo cc:r, i;iui:,eu an uuv..s1.!ll1ly 

g.an.eral the tlla 

son pr,o&,'eaae11. 

antiired tha fieher/ 

what app:,e.red to a g,:'011.p of la,te,sshsddir,g craoo 

mid..Jam%1ll"y m:ia. increased soi?t-helled paro,enit;a,ta1:1 

The l!1l!!lllcp:U,s in both -!!Olla 1,ieNJi 

!1"-l:'d-shelloo er1!!.bc,~ 

cr1,l:ls declined th:rot1gll0uct the eieasoit 

mellll. 'iddth o:I.' 

areas~ Ona alt' ~ of 

(l) 

the aar.ly portion the sensm1s ioo .. ""'''" and reached lli\llrketable sil!la but l:iru:'I 

not mrd,lmii!. UJJJ (2) freshets ~ llavi~ ee.1111ed ba,y' ~oo to ~te to too 

tbam !Ire M."t at 

vru,,,., !l'l:' (;;) l!r'lalle!:' a!'!tlle have th:!.nr:er sm,u.s and llllq h!l.w 

categoril!lad as 1!1:oft -~eJ,v be<!~tu.ie too tl:liml.er cffat-cd :I.es .resistaooia; 

~~'\l. 

The 1%0,,,61 and 1961..62 crab ~ling substantiated tbs dU"f'eNm,!iJ 

ill cooditim, of ll'!'lll® f!:'am different w:-1aas,. p&"tio-u:J.w:,ly in 1%0,,,61@ Tm 

d:!!'ferenoos w1 th:1.n Area on the open:!.ng ill - -n, b~,. cft!.lle 

the 1mlpq1l!iJ 1lilte1' SOI".£! ~ter I- <1rni't4 ,,. tl:wt t~ ~ 



too 

the 

too 

if 

illg these 

Dale &.O!;Y 
lll:'egicrtl C~um 
ll.es,"'1!l'elh Divieum 

201, 1962 


