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Ragzor Olam Investi gation

Junuary, Februsry, March, and April of 1260

Taring Jenvary and most of February 2 stormy winter limited the Lisld
work thaed oould be accomplished con the bamh.eaa High winds and a rough
soa obliterated the effcet of most of the low water periods.

Addibional sompling wes carried on to obtaln deta on the mertality
and growth of th@ 1948 year class of yowsg rafor clems. Heosuse of poor
tldet and o swe@ng gurf ovar half the ettempts ot domple screexing -
fai,_:led,, but & limited emount of date was cbbteined. This will be summarised
in & progress report to follow shortly.

Shell semples were teken from the commerevial oateh whenover digging

took placo. Ihe samples from E’éék noaths were measured and plotisd- for
length froquency, end ege veadings were bogun, at first oo an oxperimental
basls o lesyn the trae ordteria of ags. A lenglth-woight teble was plottod
based on samplos from' the 0c=£eb0rwblﬁwmb@r cormsreial e;lem@p

Considerable time was spent on the erab investigetlon in the Astoria
Avge. This included tageing and ohweling for rocoveriss on tags.

Varch was o transition month from efterncon end evening tides to
morning tides during which time neither was espsaially goods. The last of
Fobruery and the first few days of Maroh e fow days of favorable tides
ocsurred. GCoensus figures wore btelken on diggers; samplea wsere maﬁa_for the
1949 yesar ¢leas of razor clems; sad some clame were dug for bedly neaded

gonnd samplea, and random samples of age classes on various areas of beache
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During Merch an attempt was made to mark and plant clems but it wes postponed
because of bad woathor and umsuccessful digging. Toward the end of the month
additional Jength welght-welght date wos gathored in an atbempt to establish
oriteria of gondition previous to :gﬁmﬁinge After the end of February it was
no longer praeticél to soreen for the 1949 yesr clase of regor clams. Their
slze wod consequemtially the deopth et whish they were often found made it
néqeaaary to dig what samples were cbtainsd.

April wes the begluning of the initensive commercial dipggling of pager
clams. As a Durthor check on cenditlon of razor ¢lams, ocomparative live and
dressed weights worse taken. It is heolisved the dressed welighis may show

whe decrgese in utilizable welght altor epawning bebtter than live weights

since wuch sztraneous material is rembvad in dreasing snd the water content
¢an be kept mors conwbant. These weighis involvw'cdnaider&blm tims in
digeirg the olame and then measuring. wsighing. avd drossing.

Salinity and temporaturss wers dtaksn l1n an atlempi to learn any physioal
shore conditiony a@aompanyimgAapawninga Plankton hauwla were made for the
young larves, with with iittlm SUCCESES.e

From the 19th to 2lat of April 560 clams were marked and planted along
the beach immedletely adjasent to Semside. Additional plantings will be
mads cn boat bars a3 soon as the gubsidinag surf wekes 1t possible to reach
the bars. Iatenslve seampling began on both commoreisml and non-commereisl
digrers. The holp of an additional biologist enabled the investigation to
obtain valuable date on datchea, numher of diggayag and othor infermation
necossary to svaluate the intensity of the fishsry. oOn the whole we have
receivad excollent sooperation on bobh recovery of marked claﬁﬂ and in loscsle
izing the size of the dig on the Seasids Area.

A paptial set of young olams took plane Zoward the end of April snd a

limtbed punber of sereening gswples wers taken of bhe incoming 1950 vear clams.
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The condition of %the olams from an expwivation of the gonads indloatos

that the major spewsning hes yahim ooeowre

Roneld W. Deohy
Ronald Cordon






