
Ilo.zor Clam l!'l.Wll!t:\.gation 

J@!t.luary, Feb:ruacy • l!i!arcll., imd April of 1950 

During Joo:iua.cy and most ct li'o'b:ruary a £1torroy winter limited the field 

work that could be aooompliahed 0111 th0 boaohee. High winds and a :rough 

sea obl:1:tere.-bed the efteo·I; of most of the lo\v water perl.oda. 

Add:l:bionO.l swnpling wrui oa)?ried on to o'bta:l.u data on tm mortal:!. ty 

and growth Of the 1949 year ola:aa of yowJ.g :!".ii.tor olam,s. Beoauso of poor 

•l;ide!S and a sweping surt over halt' the $.ttempte at swnple screening · 

fir,.iled, but a limi 'bed e.mouut of data was cil)te.ined. This w:l.lJ. be s~i11ed 

in a p:rogl'ellJS i'ElpllX't to follow smr·tly. 

Shell samples were taken from the oomi:ifn'Oial catch w.henever digr;:l.ng 

took plaoli9. 'l'lw samples :from baok mo:llth@ ?,are measured and plotted f'or 

length frequency, and age readinge were beigun, at :f.':l.rst on an ,:;,:ir.perilllilntal 

ba.11:i.1:1 to learn ·the tr1l0 oritEJri!!>. of age. A length-weight table waa plotted 

based on aamplea from the Oc,tobor-Mow,riber oommero:l.lll.l olamlilo 

Considerable time %"as mp<rnt on thEi orab imrestige:bion in the Amtcria 

Area. Thi!! inolutl®d tagi;ing aro clwoldng ro:r reoove:r~.es on tags. 

lll!arch W!il.B a tre.nili tion mo:o.th from 11.fternoon Md ewning tides to 

morning t5.dee during whi,;ih tim(;', n.ei theli' ,vas 011po<:lially g;ood. The la11t of 

Fabruary wad thlJil first few <lay~ of Maro.'h a i'®W day1i of favorable tidos 

ocou1•red. Census figures ,'ilH'e taken on diggers; aamples were nw.de for th0 

1949 yeai.· olasa of razer ola.msi and some olama were dug fo:r badly need@d 

gonad aa.mplea, l\1Zl.d rimdom samples of ago ola2se11 on va:rioua areas of ooaoh. 



!'Slge 2 

Dl.ll:':l.ng r.iaroh an a:ttempt was -d@ to lllElrk and plant clams but :l:b was poatpomd 

beoau:,e ot bad waather a:ru:l. 1.msuooess,tul diggJ.r>gc TowaI"d ·the end of the month 

add:l:bional. :l,ength we:l.gh'c~weight data ,m.e gath(ired i.n an attemp'c to establish 

orite1.•ia of' oond:l. tion previo~,a to Sf>!l.WD.it,g. Jd'tsr the end of February :i.t wao 

no longer prao·tj.oal to 11oreen for ·the 1$49 ymiz· olaes of razor olame • Their· 

size nnd oonsequeil'cially i,lll9 depth at wh:!.ch th,;y were often found made it 

neoesaary ·bo dill; what samples wex•e, obtain•~c! .• 

April 11/lil.s the 'b@gi:r.ming o:!' tho iutonsi ve ooulill'.";roial digging of razor 

ola:1111,;,. As a fu:r·l;her oheok on oondit:lon of :rs,Zor olams, oompe.ratiw live and 

dreese,d 11~:lghts were taken. It ie be:Ue'IJ"<Jd ths> dz•1,,.-,aed weights may show 

tha d~•creo.se, in utilizable we:!.ght after spaTu'!:\iDg bet·he,: than 11v@ 1reights 

s:i.noe much extra:aeous material is removed in dressing ctnd ·bhe water content 

oan be kept more ooll;:ltant. These w-eigh'hs involve oon!lidex·able tima in 

digging the olruna, imd ·l:;he:u measuring, wsighi:ng, aud. dressing. 

Sa.Unity and temperatures we1-e ·hal!:l,n :'.m an at·t<Ennrrt to learn rmy physical 

shoi"lil com/j.tio:nei accompanying; apaw.uii1g. Plankton haula were made f'ol(' the 

young larvae, tdth with littllll suocealllo 

FrCl!ll the 19th to 23.e·I; of April 560 clams were t'lll.rkod and planted along 

the bea.oh illllneclia:bely adjaoe:rrb to See.aid«,, Addii;:1.onal plantinr,a will be 

me.de on boat 'bars as soon as th® eub:sid:lng; surf til!l.kes it possible to reaoh 

the bars. Intensive sampling began on both ooJTu"n!WOial and non@@ommaro:l.al 

diggers, The h@lp of an additional biologia·c snabled th® investigation to 

obtain ·oro.luab1ii data on catches, number oi: dige;e,·s, and other in:!'orniation 

na<1essary ·to e'l.,nlua.te the intensi'by o.f th\JJ :i.':l.:3hery. On the whole we h®.ve 

raooi ved exoell,1:n:t ooopere:l;iov. on boi;n z·eoo'tre,;•;r of' marl..--ed clams and in loov.l.•~ 

ii:ing ·l;he size;, of 'bhe dig on the Seaside ,\.rea,, 

A pai:•tiaJ, s-0t of young olwm, to:ik plaQe t,mard -t;.he end 01' AprH and. a 

li.m:\:bed nur1ib,n· of scre0nin1; 1,1~1.mpl.$a were 'cn.k'!ln of '!.he incomir,g 1950 year olaaa. 



Dor.w~ ld We, ~xohy 
Ronald (fordon 




