THE 1964 CLATSOP BEACH PEASOMAL-USE RATOR CLAM FISHERY

ENTRODICTION

The personal-unse razor clzsz fishery wis ¢ fwom April to Sepbember
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1964, Jer nusber and age compozition

diggeres. & wastage estimsbte was alss deternivned,
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The 19564 sampling prograz was simllsr to thet of past years wilth sampling

gazh bide seriss frow one howr hefore to one

being dotis avory other
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fable 1. Porsonol-Uss Barvsst of Resor Clewms by Aves from Clatsop
Basohes, H}}‘ﬁ“ I=Beplember 1984,

Avea . Miles of iw;“ﬁwm , Avarvess ¥o. Ho, ©lams o, Clams.
; _Beach of Diogeyvs Glams Per THpmer Ing Wasted

w1y & 16 83,410 15.7 682,397 81, , 599
K 2f 2 27,193 BT BSOS 157.6%

TOTAL 18 T0460% 3,097, 8% 24,2, 598

anlevm Aiver to Colwsbia diver (Norta e
‘5‘; ‘‘‘‘‘ Lemeck Head to Neesnieum Biver {(Ssaside).

Mederas and DHebribeilion

g

Meging intensity in 1968 incressed to 70,003 diggers (Fable 1 and Figure 1),

26 avér that of 1963. The greatest number of di gRers {6312} ug on the 1ési

Horbh Besch whieh reversed the trend of lsst yenr. Albhough 18 miles of beach

a,

wers availebls, about 90% of the dimging bock place in ah vu 9 miles, Large

& aF

bed From bhe Peter Irvedele north, nesr Gesrhart, and

3

arowis of @ﬁ.agem CONEragE)

ab Sesside, Yhe incvesssd effort wes probably dus In part %o publlelty by the

news medla about the low tides ef 1964,
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e Harvest of Razor Clems and Number of Diggere on Cladteep
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The ealewlate

ed sport hapvest For 1984 was 1,007,000 cmgazzes,, the First miilion

plug vear sines 1958, The larse eatch is nol necessmrily m‘grmumgzm'zg because 547

or 635,000 clams were 0% {(Figuves 2 and 3). The hlgh take of € Dtg S c“me in pard

0 dneressed d;g;gg N Pressures, g:,ocﬂ availability of the clam beds, ang t@ an

innreased fmm 3.3 %o 15,53

ingresse in claw stocks (hhs cabteh-pe
4lgo of note is the sarly cceurrense of (i's in the cateh. By the second series in
June, . 608 of the estoh was OV (Figeve 4}, A closure frow w.&y 15 e ngu@& 3L
conld heve theovebically reduesd the harvest of 0% Ty 34% opr 219,000 @

(Figure 5.

WASTAGE

A wastoge estimate was detemined by fesling in shovel holes where an abbemph

had besn made bo dig & clam. A ssmple of 50 o 200 holes was tzken in each sube

aves of besch during The total numbsr of clams washed was cals

eulated by &pplymg the percenbage of olses found in these samplies to the calcue

oriate time perled and arsa. The wastace

E“atesﬁ‘«%p@z”ﬁ} harvest fov the ap

eatimate is minimel ab besh,
hn estimated 242,568 viams wers wosted in 1984, which ropresents 22@% of the

‘ i,

zap@ﬁ.;'@aﬁ@h {(Figare 6). This iz 261% grosber than thab of 1963 and Sﬁy‘m,@@:}@ﬂ"

then the 1957-63 averzze. The per sendt wastsge by tide series is shown in
Figure 7, |

Qi@smm of the beach from July 15 o fsgust 31 could bave theoveblceally
redﬁue‘e@ wastage by 33% or some 75,000 clzme {Piguve &),

Therefore, it wonld sesm desirable thet Clateocop beaches from the Columbla
Rivar:. to Tilismook Head be cleosed Lo razor clem digging from July 15 to August 31
gach year bHo reduce woshage.

Deyyrsl Dewmory, Agustie Blologlst
Oregon Fish Commission Research Division

Scﬁpﬁ smber 1965
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Thousands of Clams
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Thousands of Clams Wasted
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