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IHFORMATION REPORT

The 1967 Recreational Razor Clam Fishery

TRTRODUCTION
Razor clam diggeres ware sampled, as in the past, on every other minus
¢ide frem April te September. The numbsr of diggers snd the number and ape

cospesicion of the siams harvested were noted. Wastage was sampled on sach
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HABVESYT

Good digping wea the rule im 1G&7; nearly 74,000 spovt diggers dug about
1.7 million clams, imcluding wastage (Flgure 1). Altheough 200,000 clams were
washed, this iz far below the 434,000 of 1966 (Table L). The havrvest was near
record in spite of a G-weel closure. Digging wes excellent in Februsry and
Maveh on the evenlng tides. A vough surf 4id aob dis@@ufagé several thousand
dipgers.

Seastide was again heavlily dug and accounted for 627 of the diggers and 43%
of the harvest. Howewer, the lé-mile nowth beach (Table 1} supperted 2 major
part of the fishesy. Arvea 3 between the Gearhart and Sunset Toads provided
excellent diggiog for both personal-use and cemmercial diggers. Arves Z between
the Sunséet and Peter Ivedale rovads, slew for masny vears, was one of the better
places o dig in 1957. GClawms north of the Petey Irvedale wers smaller than
thogse to the south and woest of the diggers stayed avay frem this area.

The age composzitvion for 1963.67 iz shown in Figure 2. Clams clder than
2 years were sca¥ce, The take of flrst-yeaw clams (0's) was down, cme zesuls
of the G-waek closure, but the hawvest of age I+ clams {43 inches in length)

was the highest on xecord in recent ysars.



Table 1. Perzomal-use harvest of razor clams by area from Clatgop
beach, April-Septembsr 1967. :

Azga Miles of WHo. of Mean no. Wo. clams Wastage Tokal
baach - dispers. eclamsfdis dug clams
ey i6 42,678 19,7 840,757 68,101 908,838
5&d _2 31,118 2003 631,695 126,071 158,656
Total L8 73,796 200 1,472,452 195,672 1,667,324

1/ Neconicem River fe Columbla River (Horth Beach).
2/ Tillemook Hesd to Weconiocum River (Seasidel.

The cateh of £ivet-year clams by servies zeached 420% on the nowth baach and

3%9% at Seasides

RESULIS OF THE CLOSURE

The first year of the clesure ils considered s success by achieviag 2
sawving of small clems. Galamiaﬂi@ﬂﬁ indicate that had digping taken place
from July 15-August 31, wastage would have increased by 3%% or another 130,000
clams. The take-home coteh of amall clams would have increased by 317 ow
366,000 clams (Figure 3). Allowing for natural mortalily, I espect a possible
carey over of up to 600,000 clams in 1963.

Without the clesure the 1867 harvest would have been near 2.3 million

clams, but nearly 507 would have been small o wasted.

Dareall Demery

Shellfish Investigations
Fish Commiszcion of Orxagen
Distribution: Resesrch Division
Schoning & Tebery Oeesher 2, 1967
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Figurs 1. DPevsomal-use havrvest of zazor clamsg, 1955-67.
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Figure 3. Personal-nge hagvest and wastage of fLirst vear

razoer clams froem Clatsop beaches, L857-67.



