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STATUS OF THE CLATSOP BEACH RAZORCLllM STOCKS

INTRODUCTION

The Oregon Fish ComnU.ssion sllelltilSh staff Ilasbeen investigating the razor

clam Eltoelc~ of the stat-sei.nes '1949. Although razor clams arsfaunclin variable

concentrationsa11 alont1,the coast from the Co11l111oia River to' the Calitomia

'border, about9fJ/. orth.eharvesi is fz,OJ'TIthe lS.:m.lebeaeh 'located between the

C011l111bia R:l.ver and Tillamool.<Hsado' Both eport and comm,ercial .f':l.ahenes were and

are active; , Slll1Ipling methOOs wers still being developed up to 1955:, so the data

shown is for the period 1955 to 1964.,

STATUS OF THR FISHER!

!Larvsst and NUlllber of Diggers

-------Thrtarve'St-o±'-r~llll!ri'l'ue'l;uat_es__gf'ee.t-ly--a.n~~eth-t,.he-4i1.!g5li!gi'!'mRigg_--­

intensity and the relative abundance of clallllh The sporl. fishery peaked in 1958

at 1.7 million clams and fell oU sharply in 1959 to 6009 000. The Budden decline

appears to have !:lellm due to poor 13ur'llival of the young clams. Since 1961, th,ere

has besn .;1.11 upward trend in the fiehe17 and in 1961~ ever ons milliOIl c1aIlls:were

taken by the SPOll't fishe17. the i'irst million=plus year since 195,8.

The cOlllillell'cial £'lshe17 peaked in 1950 and has sincs declined. Since 1957.

the cOIlllIlercial tisher;r has aCilotil1ted for only 10 to 2(Jj1j of the total hali"Vest.

The sport and cOllll!!ercialf'isher;r harvests are shown. in Figure 1.

Annua~. an average of 60,000 diggers participate in the sport .i'isher;r.

Since "1959. there has been an upwal£'d. trend in the number of diggers which reached.

70,006 in 1964. There were about 12.000 cOBareial landings in 1950.• but thiS

number has steadily declined to fewer than 1,000 since 1959.'

Age COlup9sition

The age of a razor c1lllll is det.ell'lllined by counting the number of dam ringe
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('j inlel'lgth 'ily Wiln1;il!X'. Dud.ng the nsl!5; ()!l"~pl(lts rcalendax' year to the clam ~ is second

'Winter. it ie designated as a 0+ €:lara and .rHl awsrage 3-3/1, in€:hes in lengUi.

Durin.g the cla.nw fjeeol1d 1ot.int.~n'. '!;lle tirst v:lsiblli'J dark 'm,g is formed and U:I.6

designated as a 1+ clam, and so on up to ;:,goa 5 lJhicn :\.s generally the llla:!dm,11,ll\

for'Ciatsop Beach.

The age composition of' the spori; dug clams shows i;hat ',0 to 60% 0:1: '(,M,e claw;

"

. c:l\.alnS to the !'l.SJtt yelll". In 1962. 35% of the sport catch, were 01- clams and)in

1964.58% were 0+ clame.

The commere:l.al fiBheX',l' on the other hand is re®tr:l.cted to clalllS that, arlil

at-least 4-1/4 inches :l.n length. which eUm:l.nates small clams from the f'isheq.

UTILIZA'l'ION Of' CU'\[ S'1'OCKS

1961. Ho'<Illvor. the reeourc@ lias been sl.lbjeet to an undesi"I'a1:>le u!lSllge from I!.

yield standpo:l.nt in two respects: (1) the d:i.liHiarding of broken and sJllall dams

(,,~etage)and (2) han-eet of small c11!lfllS. lImlual],y. frOll! :37.000 to 4QP.OOO clams

IU'~' wasted' a.nel 57.000 to 635.000 sma.ll clams are dug. In geneml. the problelill

b ho:W more lIerlous. In 1964, over 242.000 cllllll5 were ;meted. 2-l/2 times great-

er than in 196,3 and 1-1/2 times greal,er til1:1.n the 195'7 to 1963 average., .<\.].so,

ow.,e,r 635.000 6llII.lJ.l clmulil (1 to 3·,1/2 inches) WSI'e dug :l.n 1964. 1=1/2 times greater

th~' in. 1963 a.nd 2 times greater than the 1957 to 196,3 average. The problem. is

most serious bet~leen July 15 and Augue:t 310

Darn.! Demory. Aquatic B:lologiat
Oregon Fish dollllllission'
Research Di.vision

)
, •. , .•J.


