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SPATUS OF THE CLATSOP BEACH RAZOB GLAH STOCKS

‘Immowcﬂom |
- The Omgon Fish Gommms:a.on shellfish s*bafﬂ‘ has been jnwstig&.‘cing '&he razor
elam atocks of the stats since 1949. Although raezor clams ave _fmmd’.in_ variable
concentratiotis a1l along the coast from the Colwibia River %o’ the Gaiifqmia "
"Barééf-g aﬁom‘. Q0% of the harvest is from the 18-mile beach located between the
Coiumbia River and Tillamq,oz{"Hgé;cﬁf, - Both eport and commercial fisheries were and
are active, Sampling methods were 'still'baﬁxg developed up to 1955, éo '?:.hé data,

ghown is for the period 1955 to 1964,

STATUS OF THF FISHERY

Harvest and Number of Digmers

The harvestof razor—clams—flucbuabes—greatlyondveflects both the disging
intensity and the relstive alundance of clams. The sport fishery peakéd in l95é
st 1.7 million clams and fell off sharply in 3959 to 600,000, The sudden decline
appears to have been due to poor survival of the young clams. Since 1961, fhere
‘has ‘bem an upward trend in the fishevy apd in 31.96!4 over one million clams ‘Were
\,aken b;r the sport fishery, the first million=plus year aince 1958 R
The commercial flshery peaked in 1950 and has since declined, Sﬁ.nc@ 1957,

the céﬁmarcial fishery has accounted for only 10 to 208 of the total ﬁaﬁvest,
The sport and commercisl fishery havrvests are showm in Figure 1,

 Annually, an aversge of 60,000 diggers participate in the sport fish@mrg
Since 1959, there has been an uvpward trend in the mumber of diggem whieh reached
70,000 4n 196k, There were sbout 12,000 comerciel landings in 1950, but the

number has steadily declined to fewer then 1,000 since 1959,

Age Composition

Tha age of & razor clam is determined by counting the number of dark rings
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Sport and Conmercial Harvest of Ragor Clams

from Clatsop Beach, 1955-1964,.,
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on the shell, Hazor elsms spown in the spring oy summsy and are abowt one inch
in length by winber., During the nexi complebe calenday year b0 the clam's second

winter, 1t is designated as o OF clam and will average 3-3/L inches in lengil,

Durlng the elams second winber, the first visible davk ring is formed and it is

degignated ae a 1+ clem, and s on up bo age 5 which is generally the maimun
for Clatsep Beach,
The age composition of the spori dug clams shows vhat 70 te &R of the clams

dug each year were Ot and It clems, and there is very 1ittle carry-oveyr of large

.¢lams ko the next year, In 1962, 353 of the sport catch were Ot clame m@‘,fin

196k, $8% were Ot clams,
The commercisl fishery on the other hand is restricted to clems that avs

at least 4=1/k inches in lengbh, which eliminstes small clems from the fishery,

UTILIZATION OF CLAM STOCKS
The numﬁar of razor clamé harvested has shown a sustained inmé;s@ gince
19{%2.9_ .Howevérs the resourss has besn subject to an undesirsble usage from 2
yielld. stendpoint in two respects: (1) the discarding of broken spd small clams
(wsetage) and (2) harvest of small clams, Annually, frem 37,000 to 400,000 clame
mre{ wa:stedﬁ. and 57,000 to 635,000 small clams are dug. In general, th‘ei problem
is now moré serious. JIn 1964, over 242,000 clams were wasted, 2-1/2 times great-

er than in 1963 and 1=3/2 tlmes greater than the 1957 Lo 1963 aversge. Also,
over 635,000 swall clems (L to 3-1/2 inches) were dug in 1964, 1-1/2 times greater

: thanin 1963 and 2 times greater than the 1957 to 1963 average., The problem is

nost serious between July 15 and August 31,
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