SALMON TROLL INVESTIGATION

July and August, 1949

Tagging

With the advent of better weather and a few fish in July, the tagging
program got under way. At Coos Bay and Astoria Ray Morgan, Eldon Korpela,
and the author accompanied the salmon trollers and purchased salmon that
were in good shape fram the fishermen, The fish were measured when tagged,
and the weight was calculated from the length-weight curve. The fishermen
were paid accordingly, at the prevailing price per pound. One hundred sixteen
salmon were tagged in this manner, 83 off the Columbia River and 33 off
Coos Bay. Except for the necessity of being dependent on the fishermen and
imposing on them, this method worked out quite well.

A small troller and crew (John Brooke and William Postles) were chartered
for the summer at DePoe Bay. The foul weather and absence of fish in the
early summer held up operations, but 201 tags were put out at DePoe Bay up
to September 1, This would be the most satisfactory method of tagging if
it weren‘t for the excessive cost which continues on even when there are no
fish or the weather is too rough to fish.

A list of all tagged fish up to August 23 is included. In addition,

54 more (mostly silvers) have been tagged at DePoe Bay, but not included in
this list. This brings the total to September 1 to 317 salmon tagged.

Besides tagging figh, data has been obtained on: the condition of the
fish, lures used, depth taken, stomach contents, temperatures, gear selectivity,

and other notes on the fishery.
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