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smPl'EMBBll •· Dl~CEMllER, 19~.S 

J\1,11!\.CO 1fil 

.ow.~~1 Sep-iemboi•, smapl1ng of tho albacor.~ n~:rkot la.ndinw:i continuad:, 

although a:i; o. namowhai:. sl o.okanod rote boe11une of the mo ~OillGti,ic do.tn 

boing colloetod. Tho las{; mark,1t sample of. the seuso11 \.?US tat.on on 

Sept0i11b0r 2S. At about thiG t:l.mo tho fish moro Ol .. 1aao c11aappoarod, although 

soatto:red landings were ro~rted mostly from no!.'thern <k'\lifornia. in Octobo:s.• 

and evGn ?loveml,ar. In 191.7 the last aamplc was tak0n Ootobar 16. 

On August 31 the p:llchard hoat 11Ba.inb1•idg011 and 1;ho tuna bait boot 

11'l'rnsk11 comb:t_n~d operationo to nake a catch or albnool-e. The "Trask" usecl 

live chum 1;o hold the f'ial1 in o. school and tho "Ila.inbriuaa" sat thsir purrm 

ooine orou11d tha albacore. The nat uaa laid out at o.bot,t 2i00 FM am haulod 

in s.t 1.:25 Pl•i ·<dth a catch of 6:i. albncore weig:1ing 1044 poumo. The catch 

uas made 25 miles l-lStl trom the nouth or the Columbia Ri'l.!er. Tho akipper 

or tha "Trask" is quite enthusiastic about thia 1ncrl.hod or catching albaco~·o 

and pluna to give :tt a moro tho1:-ough trial nmcii noason. 

A'i:. tho ccrnpletion or tho tum aoaaon several log book roeords were 

copied fron1 ·l;ho local fleet. Tbore is mora of thia typ0 of im'orrnation 

avn:Unblo bui; it we not obtained oocauoo or lnok or timo. 

During ·che month of Septembor morphomotric data W8l"8 collected on 

both the lc,cal al.bo.coro (fresh and frozon) o.nd :lmportad Jap nlbo.core whicl, 

was be3:lng oru:med at tho Sebo.atie.n-Stuart plant :7n ./1.storia. l~eosurarnants 

wora lll8.de of bcdy proportions 1111d meriatic obarnoters woro oountoo. Th_o 

a.no.1,vois of the body proport:tons has boon oomp~.o1;ed. Tl .ero uero no oiguif.i•• 

cant d:1.f'f ere:necs in body proportions uhen oo-m~1>in.~; loc,·.1 .f'reeh ancl f':rozo1, 

apeeimeno. Ho1r:-ovor, ocJino of the fins showed sienificanf; dif.f:omnoos :ln 



length. 

The Jo.p albaooro p1•ovoo to havo o. 1•01.e.tivaly ohorlor head reglori ard 

longer caudal region. Thm.'O uao no sien1ficant difference in the oant,ral 

trunk re3ion. Tha dop!ih or ·the Jo.p alba.core is relativ()ly groator and 

the poctornl fin is roh·ii5.voly longer. Beeo.uae moot of the fins on tha 

Jap albacore woro £1-ayad 5.t uas no·!i possible ~o mal{e ·!;hose oanparieom,. 

Thora wore no flignificant dii'i"erencos battroon tl10 oizo of the aye Md the 

length of the jo.t-1. A rn.oro oanpleto roport on th:l.s work ia b3ing oubmitted. 

On Sept;Gln'bor 25 tho 1£'.rcost of the Jai=ane30 3.lbnco:,.>e being held at 
# 

Sebastion:..S·~ua1>t uoro brought out to oo procooeoo. The b:lgaeot fish was 

a male 112 cm. in long-th ua1r,hing 60½ pounds. 7.'hio OClll}XLrOS ui th an e.verage 

le11u~h or about 65 om. r or our al bu core am an a·voraae ueight or 12 pounds. 

Even the extremely lo.r-las1; local o.looooro seen :ln iwo soa.aons ot rmmpling 

was only about 40 pounds. or interest is tho fact that 19 or tha vory 

largest fioh (all sxcopt four over 100 om.), w:r:-a all ,;nnlea. However, a 

numbQr of Jap albG.oore a.voragi?l3 about 95 conti1ootors i10ro aK£llldnsd and 

35 wora malaa eornJnrO(l with 30 f'omaloe. The lar3est of tha f'emaleo ccin-

tained egaa which uora a:ppronohi.ng maturity and ·i;he le.rr,aat males also 

appoarad to be almost roo.c1y to SJnWD. 

On Soptambor 27 anahher sample of aanet-tha·I; smallor albacore ranging 

f'rcm 75-85 oont:lmetoro in loll8'1ih was axomined. There uoro 25 males and 

16 females. Howover, tho gonads wal"O poorly d~volopod hoina not J:IUch 

more mature than in lOClll albo.core. It w.s dif.f'.'icult to oex those fish 

and sarno rocorded ao malau may have boon feroalan. 

Theso fev data suggeot ·that olicy' albacore ovar abont 90 cc:mt:llnaters 

are soxually mature. Pr:wtioal.ly no looa.1 alooooro are of -~his size. 

Therai'oN there should bo a population of' large a~, oo·~uro olho.core 

ocrn0plao0 in the Pacific Clcoa.n. These D.1"0 tho t:1.eh which disappear from 



:1.nd:leo.ta8 {;ha·I; ·tho loctil nnd Ja.panoo0 albucoro tn'o two 6iff'or0nh ro.coo. 

Thet>o is only a sm:ill c1lbacore :fiohory off &l,ai1. and no othor fi£:h0ri; 

in tho nor.thorn Pacific. Thorafo19 a this theoi~t:i.cal po1.1ulo.tio11 of lo.rga 

mature fish are probably not being fishedu 

PILCHARD 

The last pilcharo sample of the ssason and t,ha only one or the month 

uae taken an Sop-l;GTD.bar 2, 194.8. Tho tota.'t catch was even pooror than 

that of 1947 n.s had been mcpectcd. A moro Ccrllplo·~e report or the 1948 

oeason is being submi·litedo 

m'TER-'l'Rf\W1., 

Rout:tna oe.mplinf! of tha otter-trawl J.andings hao continuod. Some 

~.dd:1.tional taeeint? ha.s boon dona, although becrmse of tbs poor waather 

oonditiono ver-y little tarming can ho accomplished. 

On O<r~obor 5 arrangoma11ts wero made with tho drag boats ttTmek" and 

"G~" to carry out oovings goo.r oxperimant11 on the Dover solo. The 

boats ~ere to maka side-by-sidl!> draes using dif'fe:ront sj.oo raeshoa in tha 

cod end. Howvor, ths:ra followed o. period ot tuo ueoka otol'II\V weather 

e.ftor which this project had to bo abandoned because the i'ivheman wore 

o.mdoua to go af'tor dog fish. 

On Ootobar 14 am 15 a trip was taken to Coos Bay to chook .for tags 

and find out t·rhat bee.ts woro drngging in what arons. No ta.go t·TOl"G reoovom 

oxaapt at Gar-lbaldi t1he1"8 five ta({lJcd ~lish solo bad been brou~ht in. 

Theso t.raro all racowrod in ona day, tbroo or thom in on(;) drag and tt-10 in 

the nE>xt. They had bcJen out about o. month. 

Thare a.re a.bout oight drae boo.to fishing out or Na~'}?Ort and two, 
or three haood at TillaDlOOk Bay. Thero are no c1I"a8 boa:{;13 at Coos Bay or 

a~hE:>ra elee couth of the OolWilbio. Rivor uith -~he exception ot those 

mon·li:1onod o.boire. Thar<:> aro plans to baso two or three boots at t-linchestar 

Bay. 

Some adclitionAJ. cm.mpliit[~ of iht3 mink food f:l.she:cy ha.a bGen carried 
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c,·2v.r:::I.l1{~ o.t\Y c1r.u:!ll.[~G ·i;o •tjhG i.' ood fisho:1.•y. Nos-\i of ·l;ho fir:h uuod 110 mink fbo-J 

aro not mcrko·~crl nt loa.a·t o.t tho pr~nent t,imo. 1'ho r<'..d 00113 :Ls probably 

t.ho moot irnpor.to,nt mink food fieh and althouah an o.'CcoD.en-i; f' ood £ish is 

not uoed becauno or its omaJ.J. size. tr.uch of tho minlc food, of course!, io 

scrap fran tho fillet linoa. 

In the middle of Docombor, bocausa of tho. oco.rcity of bottom .fish 

of o:.oy kind oano i'ood f'inh, mostly f'louudor and rockf'ioh ha,ro been brouaht 

in £or mink food. For'(iun,.toJ.y polting ho.o al:r.oo.dy tolcef\ place by mid

December and ·~ha dcrno.ncl for mink food is not so great. Jtowove1'", this 

,praotico uill bo ua.tchod, Fre3zin_z scrap f'iah S.n the tall uhou it is 

plentiful would do m-my with thia ecurcity of m:i..nk f"ood in the wintor., 

Ona lloat at Newport, the 0 Yaquina", has boen maid.Ilg' deop drllgs off 

Eurolca and plans to do aorna or th:i.s during tho winter ofr Neupo!"t. Sho 

clraao in wate:.." a.a doop o.o 215 f'a.thomo. The aldppsr hao pranisod to oet 

llOido samples or Dovor ooll:l if o.ey are obtuinod. Those ,-rcmld ba valuable 

to dotermina tho time anc1 araao of spawning bocauoo thero are no landings 

of novar sole in Aatol"io. botweon ·c.ho lo.st of oatober and tho middlo of f.;o.y. 

A start hn.s boen made townr.d di(tging out tho otatis t.ics or tho otter 

traul fiohor. Tha catch figur.eo al.'8 available o.t the prosont title only 

as monthly totolo fror:t 194.3. 1-To totals at nll have bean tab'lJlo.tad b8foro 

this timo. Ao rar :is poaoiblo tho f1.ehermon 'a pans boolca are boing used 

in order to a1.~:tvo nt somo idoo. of tho cha.ngoo in abundance as indicatod 

by the co.toh por boo.t por trip. Tho daily record sheets will aloo have 

to bo used uh0re thore o.re gapa in the pasa book records and to ~ivo the 

n.aceooory data. baforo the }Xlsa books wore used. 

About Doesmba1• 15 tha drag bo:tto ware o.blo t,o put tlJ ma. again attor 

bei~ in pox-t for oovoral uoelcs because of bad woa.ther. on })cc6illlbor 19 



in& no it wan hopocl -~o bo able ·i;o daterm5.n~ th0 -i;ir110 of fil ot f!}Xl.\-nliJ\1 t:1f 

·i;heC10 :f5.r:ih. None or thf') -com:110:r.cfa.lly mor<J :1mporl;o.ni; roJkf'1 oh lmcl ~-~t, 

mtnhed thoir oggo ~bastod2.Q n!Jllrl.'59£, la• irlfi!~.dns., 2• Bn~:f!). 

Vo-r.y l:ittlo food f.:l.ah wna brouglt :tn althou~h somo good 1ate:.hee or dog f:t1:1h 

warc1 mn.da near buoy no. l at t,ha 1.1outh of.' ·i:,he CoJ.wnbia dv€r. 

?Jovember 3-5 wa,1 s~rit >naldut~ prep1re;~Sono i.'or t.ho Tri-S·i;ai;o mctr~:hig 

of b.:1.ologinta to b(l held in SonttJ.e. This moating wv.o ,'"\ttendod f1~0:n 

MOVOlllbor 8- ·11.-

Docomllar (>-3 wan spend nt-lienc1'.l'IIJ the Tri-S-t:i.tfl w.00.--.i..11g hold :l.n Pol'tlando 

A ro-pol"'t uns p:\"eeontod on tho albncora rac:lnl work ruid in M1e ottor t:,~a.wl 

uorlr.. 

Gaot'eCl ~l. : tarrv, Jr. 
/\qtt<>.tic Bi,,loz l3~;. 
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