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Vessel: 

Dates: 

Itinerary: 

FISH COMMISSION OF OF.EGON 

Cruise Report 66=4 - Tuna Gill, netting Observat,ions 

Julean of Newport, Oregon. -
Doscription: 50...foot steel hull, northern dragger. The boat 
is normally used for crab fishing and tuna trol1µ1g. 

Owner: Kenneth Stattenson, Newport, Oregon. 

July 26 - August 6, 1966. 

The Julean departed Newport on July 26, 196_6 and returned due 
to bad weather on July 27, 1966 aft.er jigging !or tuna in the 
area off Heoeta Bank. On July Jl, 1966 the ,Tul.ean resumed 
jigging for tuna w~st of Heceta Head in th~ one: degroe _block 
having the southeast comer of M.0 no~h latitude and 125° 
west longitude. The boat worked south into the 43• ·N-U5• W 
bil.o<?~· and on the night or August. 5, 1966 set_ put. the gill net. 
at abou~ the Loran bearing 2H4-15.40, 2IJ5,,32ao. On August 6 
the Julean travel~d directly for Charleston, Oregon as strong 
northwest 'winds were building and the gi11 net was diea?'l".anged. 
and in need ot overhaul. 

Methods & Gear: The gill net was a composition of aight !,0.-,fethom shackle~ of 
net of three different meoh eizeao Two shackles were 5-inch 
mesh, thre~ were 5½~-inch mesh, and three were 6-inch meeh. } .. 

Reeults: 

All shackles ware 100 m~ahes deep with an aot-uai fishing depth 
of .5-6 fathoms. Theae nots were obtained by~. Staffeneon 
on loan from the Bureau of Commercial Fiaheriee. The nets 
were modified' by adding swifter line from tho cork line to 
the lead line. This allowed conaiderabl<3 tllock ih the web 
to permit tangling the fish rather· than 11ctunlly gilling them .. 
As the g:ll.l net wae sot large ballom fl.oat~ on 2-foot lines 
wore attached to the cork +ine by clips overy 2.5 fathoms. 
Theso noats added to the visibility of the cork line and 
were intended to support tha not in tho ovent that. it became 
load"d dqwn with f'ioh. One end of th<! not itas marked with 
a pole buoy with a flash:tng SJI'})er light. Tl)e oth~r end of 

. the net was fastened t,o ·i~he bow of the Julean by a 200-toot 
lineo· Another flashing amber light waoliuiig'fr~ the rigging 
ot the Julean. · · 

The net was set dowm1ind ovar the otarboo.rd aide of the boat 
past a· 4 ·x 4 post laehad to the rail, while the boat moved by 
using its own power and d~ifting. Retrieving was achieved by 
using a crabpot hytiraulic block tthich was modified to a~com­
modate the net. This block W&3 ntte.ched to a bydraµlic davit 
located at the rear of the housa and aga:lnst the starboard 
rail. During the operation the boat wae movad along the net 
eo that the power block -would not have to pull th~ weight 
of the boat aa well as the net. 

Mr. Stattene9n wanted C81m winds and seas for fishing the net. 
After several days wB;iting he decided to set it because it 
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Discussion: 

2 .. 

appeared contlitioaswere going to be satisfactory. The po8t 
on the side of tho boat acted to euide the net over the side. 
It also provided a tight corner in which the web became 
lodged several timss. The location of the net on t ·he boat 
prior to setting contributed greatly to the slO'Wtless or the 
setting time which was 45 minute!'\.. While fishin~:, :..i1e ti~+­
lay in a gene~ northwest- ~outheast lino, perpendicular 
to the trough of the swell. This position could not be 
changed because the net was attached to the boat which was 
pulling the net by its drift. The retrieving operation ~gan 
before daylight. The northwest wind had increased and the 
seas were running as high as 8 to 10 feet. This put a tre­
mendou~ strain on the net and mado its visibility difficult. 
It was ·neceseary tor one man to guide and bold the net in the 
block and the other to pull it tr.om the block and stack it. 
The block hnd difficulty pulling the net and it was necessary 
to keep the boat moving into the net·. · It was discovered that 
the time it took to pick a fish trom the net was sufficient 
to allow the boat to drift against the net and tangle in the 
propeller, which happened. The net tangl~ a second time 
·due to the b3d visibility, wind, and aea. The total time to 
retrieve the net, while. leaving the fish in it, was one hour. 
The catch on this eet was 9 smo.11 blue sharkH (50 cm to 8$ cm 
in length), two modium blue ahorlts (about 100 cm 1n length), 
and. ·one large blue shark (abou·c. 132 cm). All of the sharks 
were in the bottom hal! or the net. 

The reaulte of the one ae~ is no·::. indicative or the netts 
efficiency for catching albecora~ The difficulties in setting 
the net and rotrieving it could ba ovorcome l1ith an additional 
investment in equipment. One icleL\ would be to set up a reel 
to be operated over the stem of the boat auch 'as·. is ·usec( in . . 
the salmon fisheries on Puget Sound. · .. The packers consulted 
about this venture were skeptico.1 about the· quality of any 
albacore c.,ught by the gill net, but were interested in seeing 
it tried. 

Mr. Stafteneon felt that the labor involved was too much aft.er 
a full day' or jig fishing, and would require additional crew 
members it he was going to continue \dth this venture. Another 
disturbing factor wae the inability to get -away trom the neat, 
so that other boate would not drif.t or run onto the net. The 
night of th" set the Ju.lean had run nbout one hour in a west~ 
erly direction in an etrort to clear the fieet but to no avail. 
One boat had to bo wamed away from the net with a fiood light. 
The need tor additional crew and n clear fishing area along 
with an uncertainty about a market for any fish caught were 
factors causing Mr. Staffonson to give •up the project. 

It ia possible that the net would have fished better if it 
were leyed in the trough rather than perpendicular to it. 
Thie would have placed tha net across the path of tUriA ori­
entGd with the current if this occurs and is certainly not 
in a disadvantageous position if random movement ie the case. 
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Personnel: Ken Staf'fenson - owner-opel'a.tor cf lhe ~\ 
Darrel Staffcnson - crewman 

. Dick Person - crewman 
Karl R. Hellberg - Oregon State Fish Comrlliaaion 

Distribution: 

Astoria ~- 4 
Staffenson ... 4 · 
Clemens (CDF&G) - 1 
Wendler (WSDF) - 1 
Alverson (BCF) 
Newport . 
Charleston 
Portland 
Library 
Van Hyning 
Pearcy, OSU 
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ICarl R. Hellberg 
August 29, 1966 
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