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Fishing Condition! 

TROLL SAIHON PROGRESS REPORT 
Septem.ber and October - 1950 

Fishing during these l:.wo months bas been interrupt:.ed by' perj.ods or 

st.01'1111' weather, lasting !ran September 5 to 10, September 24 to 26 and 

October 4 to 160 Atter October 24, there wa:s pl"act.icall7 no fishing, due 

to continuous stormso -~ng the first few days of September, silvers 

were fairly abundant ott the moll;th ot· the Columbi&o Then came a stormy 

period .. By September ll, ~st of the Astoria boats were fishing again, but 

the fish were veey scarce. .On September 11 to 14, .Newport fisherman reported 

"brown water" with tremendous concentrations of herring and pilchard in the . . 
vicinity of Heceta Heado Here they encountend large numbers ot silvers, 

and even greater numbers ot immature chinooks, those kept averaging about 

eight pounds .. During the last t,wo waeks or Septsnber, silvers began to 

concentrate in the general vicinity of the mouth ot the Nehalem River, ·and 

several ot the larger Astoria boats brought back good catches fron this areao 

Thia fishing continued mtil ~he 4th of October, when it was interrupted 

by stormso Between October 16 and 24, fair numbers or boats vere dq-tiahing 

oft the mouth of the Columbia, but the catch per boat was veey ·poor. Fishing 

at Coos Bay during this period was reported to be scmewhat better, but still 

not goodo Newport fishermen apparentl7 did very little fishing during 

October, due to the we,..ther and bar conditi011so 

Work Accomplished 

General: During this period, tagging, sampling and the recovery ot tags 

were given priorit7 over all other worko However, due to the prevalence of 

foul weather and poor fishing, considerable time wae toUtld to work on other 
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projectso These included the mounting of scales, the anaqsis or the season's 
.. , 

stomach ·samples, to be present.ad in a forth cming report, and the preparation 

ot graphs and tables tor tbe seasonal report, to be eubnitted by December tirsta 

During the last week of October, a -trip was made down the coast to 

gather up log books and to pick up equipaent that had been used in troll aa.1mon 

work at Newport and Coos Bqo 

Tagging: During these two months, 20 chinook and f?f/ silver salmon wore. 

tagged. Four or these fish were small second-year silvers, which were tagged 

with strap tags, as were most or the smaller _chinooks~ All fish tagged during 

this period are listed in Table lo 

Tag Recoveries: During thia period, the canneries and receiving stations 

in Astoria were visited· regularly to obtain any tags that were brought in~ 

~ot many Oregon trell tags were obtained in this manner, but considerable 

numbers ot tags from upriver tagging experiments and from ocean tagging by 
. . 

other agencies were recoveredo A total of 31 Oregon troll tags were recovered 

during this period, or which 16 were silvers and 15 chinookso Tbeee recoveries 

are listed in Table 2 together with three August recoveries a Two of the 

ail vers were recovered b7 trol~ fishennen in the same area 1n which t.lw7 were 

ta.gged o One, tagged off the mouth of the Columbia. River, wae later recovered 

b7 a gillnet !ishermaa in that rivero The other 1.3 were all recovered north 

of the area in which they were tagged., Three chinook salmon were recovered 

north and twelve south of' 1;,he point of taggingo All recoveries to date, of 

chinooks tagged in the Coos Bay--Bandon area this season han been trm 

California streams" No chinooks tagged ott the Col1111bia in the 1950 season 

have been recovered thus tar.o 



Sampling: Samples 1a~ been rather difficult to 01?.tain during this 

-iod.. However, it was possible to obtain a fair}Jr adequate sample ot ~n~ 

toria landings, and sa1e sanaplea from the other two ar~aa. Table 3 givee 

brief summary for thea~ two months of the data taken on average weight, 

catch per boat por day, ind mark ratio, together with the nwber of length­

Jight and length frequency eampl~s taken; a much more complete analysis or 

tl ese data will be presenttld in the forth caaing seasonal report. This year's 
. . 

· ... vsr salmon have been ,:ix.tremely- large, averaging over ten pounds in drossed 

i.ght during the latter part or the eeasono Chinook samples have been 

di~f'icult to obtain, as only-~ scattering ot these tish appeared in the 

Septamber and October catch, with the exception of a few dqs good fishing 

· Heceta Head .in Septeti.ber. Some of this group ot f'i;Jh were shipped to 

the CRFA cannery in AatoPia, and were examined tor marko, but there we.s no 

opport.un.it7 to obtain ler·gth frequencies or more than a few ocalea trom 

th, ae fisho 

Log Books: Moat of the log booke which were distributed to troll 

;ishermen early- in the soason have been collected~ Somo difficulty was 

oncountered in locating · r~ome of the fishermen who had books, but tho maJQdt7 

of the books are now in, and the whereabo~ts o! the remainder have been 

iete:nnined. 'The books are being returned to the fishermen as soon as the 

data are copi~o About halt or the logs thus tar obtained have been very 

uell;..kept, and contain a great deal ot valuable datao Some books give only 

an incomplete record ot the season, and a few . were not kept at al1o On the 

whole, the results were quite good, considering that this is the first season 

that log books have been ~sed~ The log book data, when analysed., should 

give a good record ot cat ch, fishing e.ff ort and tiahing condit.icma through­

ou1 the season, as well as data on the release o! Wldersizsd chinook salmon 

and additional data on ths average weight ot the fisha 
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Table l 
• Troll Tagging, September l to October 24, l950 . ---

Colmb~_:li.v-..,r Area 
"!,(£.', 

Columbia R1 ver Area 

Ty Hoo ~ F2L2 Condo Date -'99alitY 

Ast.or1• C-952 C 70 CIilo l Sept. 28 Ott Cannon Beach 
953 C 67 2 
9S4 s 76 .3 
9SS C ss 2 
956 s 70 2 
958 s 77 2 

Astoria C-957 C 79 .3 Septo 30 Ott Col\lllbia River 
959 s 5.3 3 
960 s 7.3 2 
961 s 72 .3 
962 s 73 3 
963 s 67 2 
964 s 73 1 
967 s 72 3 
975 s 77 .3 

Strap Tag Z-24 C 52 3 
25 C 57 2 
42 s 36 2 
45 C 46 1 
47 C 60 l 
49 C 49 l 

Astoria C-965 s 72 3 Octo 1 0ft Columbia River 
966 s 75 2· 
968 C 57 3 
969 s 75 3 
970 s 72 2 
971 C 84 1 
972 5 69 l 
973. s 72 J 
971+ s 78 2 
976 s 69 l 
977 s 73 2 
979 C 49 1 
980 C 1+9 1 
981 C 44 l 
98.3 C 43 .3 

Strap Tag Z-20 C 48 Cfflo 1 Octo l Off Columbia River 
21 s Jl 2 
2.3 s 31 2 
40 s 43 2 
41 C 49 .3 

-·· 4.3 C 61 l 
46 C 53 l 
48 C 53 l 
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Columbia River Area 

'l'ag: No 9 ~ F8L9 Cond., Da~e Locality 

Astoria C-984 s 8J CDle 1 Oct.,, 24 orr ColUDlbia River 
985 s 74 l 
986 s 75 2 
988 s 73 1 
989 s 78 1 

.Newport. Area 

Astoria R-207 s 70 3 Septo 1 Ott Yaquina Bay 
ioa s 66 3 
209 s 72 2 
210 s 67 ? 
211 s 71 ? 
212 s 70 2 
213 s 66 ? 
214 s 71 ? 
215 s 74 ? 
216 s 68 ? 
217 s 6.3 ? 
218 s 71 ? 
219 s 70 ? 
220 s 60 ? 
221 s 6.3 3 
222 s ·75 2 

• 223 s 75 1 
224 s ?2 1 
225 s 71 1 
226 s 75 1 
227 s 70 2 
228 s 65 2 ' 

' 229 s 6.3 ? , ... ,. 
2.30 s 66 · 2 
2.31 s 69 ? 
232 s 71 ? 
23.3 s 66 ? 
234 s 

~ ? 
2.35 s 1 
236 s 69 1 
237 5 77 ? 
238 s 73 1 

'239 s 70 l ., 
240 s 6.3 .. 1 
241 S,,,. 69 1 
242 Sr-~ 72 3 
243 :, 65 l 
244 • 74 3 
245 s 69 . 2 
246 s 75 l 
247 s 72 .3 
248 s 72 1 Septa 2 orr Yaquina Bay 
249 s 74 1 
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Newoort Area 

' Tago Hoc ~ F.L. Cond., · Date Locality 

Astoria R-250 s 72 Cllle 2 Septo 2 O!'f Yaquina Bq 
2.51 s 68 2 
252 s 72 J 
253 s 70 2 
254 s .70 2 
255 s 73 2 
2.56 s 62 2 
257 s 58 · J 
258 s 71 2 
259 s 69 3 

• 
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Table 2c Tage Recovered During .Augo1 Septo and Octo 1950 

A.,. Silvers-
Tago Noc Released.- Recovered 

Date-1950 Location Tagged Cond Date, 1950 Location Dqs Migration Growth 
out (miles) 

Col., River 
C-813 June 20 Ott Colmbia Ro 2 Sept. 3 otr Columbia a., 76 0 J CIilo 
c.:.908 July 17 " II n l Oct. 20 Lower Col\lllbia 95 0 
C-912 II II II II II 1 Oct. 24 Willapa River, Wash., 99 30 
C-939 July 26 Ott Gearhart 1 Sept .. 2 Fraser River, B.c. · 37 250 

Newport 
R-55 August 4 Siltcoos R • ..Jleceta Hdo 2 Sept. 16 orr w111apa Bay 43 150 
R-91 II II If II l Sept. 18 Ott Everett, Washo 45 .365 
R-92 II II II n 2 Septo 12 orr Depoe Bay 39 60 
R-2.34 Septa l Ott Newport ? Oct. 12 Fraser R. B.C. 42 .335 
R-257 ~ept. 2 n II 3 Oct. 6 Lower Columbia 34 100 
R-258 II " n II 2 Oct. 21 n II 49 100 

Coos Bay 
C-888 June 26 Ott C., Arago 2 . Sept. 10 Lower Columbia 76 190 
C-863 ·Jul.7 8 Ott Coos Sq l Augo 21 Ott Coos Bay _ 44 ~ 
F-673 Q II ott Coos Bay 1 ·Octo 10 Siuslaw River 94 40 
F-692 July 20 s. or Bandon 1 Oct., l Ott Co Falcon 72 165 
A-6J2 July 25 Siuslaw.,.C. Perpetua l Sept. 10 Nehalem. Rive1• 47 90 
A-6J5 II II n -N 2 Sept., 26 Alsea River 63- 20 4 cm,, 
R-4J4 Aug. 6 Off Bandon 1 Sept. ll Columbia River .35 200 

Bo Chinookn-
F-SJ4 July 27, 49 orrcooa Bq 1 Septo 22 Sacrfl,ento River 422 J70 

Newport.-1950 
R-7 July 71 50 Ott Heceta Head 1 Sept., 20 Ott Golden Gate 75 400 
R-37 Aug. 3 Heceta Hd.-Siltcoos R. l Aug.., 28 Ot{ Fort o Bragg, Cal , 25 270 0 R-85 .Aug .. 4 n n 2 Septa 12 Columbia River .39 .140 R-86 Aug~ 4 n II l Oct .. 17 Sacramento River 73 R-127 420 
R-128 

Aug .. 5 Oft Heceta Head 1 ? Lower Columbia ? 125 ) CDle Aug., 5 n II II l Sept. 1.3 R-140 Aug. 6 Celilo Falls 39 125 II If II l Oct.c ? . Reg,wood -Jreek, Ca.l ,, "l 170 R-158 Aug. 6 II II n 1 Sept. 10-16-outh or Sacramento 35-41 420 Coos Bay-1950 
A--656 Aug • . 3, SO orr Coos~ 1 · Oct. 19 Eel Ro, Calo 77 170 J-665 .Augo 4 Ott Bandon l Septv 6 Klamath R. Cal. .34 100 .A-691 Aug. 5 " II l Aug. 24 Mouth of Klamath R. 19 100 R-448 Aug., 7 n II l Oct. 10 Eel R. 1 Calo 64 155 R-450 Augo 7 II II 1 Oct., 5 Redwood Creek, Cal. 59 105 R-486 Augo 7 II II 1 Octo 10 Upper Klamath RQ 64 100 0 

....... 
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Table 3o Summaey ot Troll Sampling - Sept" & Octo 19.50 
A,. Silvers- Av. Wei2hts 
Area Nv11th No. Tot. Av. 

Fish Wt., Wto 

September 
Col. River 382 3556 9o) 
~008 llq 14 128 9ol 

Total- (Singl rJ Clip i) 

October 
Coln liiver r'.:02 6o81 10 .. 1 

Total--- (Singl i3 Clip1 ) 

B., Chinooke 

September . . 
Col . River 126 1203 9oS 
Newport 
Coos Ba,- • 

i 
Total-- ( Stngl, 

I 
Clipi') 

October 
Col. River 36 343 9o5 

I Mark Ratio /catch oer Dav 
Moo 
Ex'd 

572 
332 

904 

1099 

1099 

312 
239 

551 

81 

Marks Ho. No. l I 
Found L.F LnW I Fi111h1 Lh"l 0 

--:-.:. Ad. 440 3 18 169 
0 332 53 ~ 12~(1 8811. ple),. 

1 772 56 

3 RP 439 43 19 191 
2 LP 
l LV 
l BV 
7 439 43 

LuW. 
& 

l~,.Sl 1 aa 

0 185 52 6 
l .ijV 43 

234 107 

l 419 202 

0 81 65 1 

Jack VanH,ning (on leave) 
Robert Heg 
Harey Moore 
Rq Reerink 
Aquatic Biologists 
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