SEASCNAL REPORT TROLL SALMON YHVESTIGATION. 1950

A peoorer than average s.ason has been savad somewhat by bettsr than
average landings of large, high-quality silver salmon during August, September,
and early Oct-bLer, Trolliing for chincok salmon has, on the whole, been
poor, and the landings have run to small, immature fish.

Stormy weather prohibited any extensive fishing before April 1. At

whiis tine there were falr numbers of chinook salmon off the mouth cof the

gathered, flthough the fish were none tod aoundant, this fishing wes quite
profitable, duve to the sxibremsly high prices being paid at the time. In
Mey, the spring run of chinccks entersd the Columbiaz, leaving cnly a scatter-
ing of Lmmature fish on the trelling grounds. In late May and early Jfune,

a greup of clidnocks appeared »ff Grays Harbor, considerable numbers of which
wore landed at Astoria. During June and July, considerazble nwmbers of large
chinooks were taken from the wicinity of Stonewsll Bank, known as Ythe
Rockpile', These flsh were largely responsible for the high average weight
of the Newpord chincoks sampled in June and Juiy, and for the large mode
arcund &3 centimeters in the Newport length Trequencies for this period.
Boats fighing off the Columbliaz continued to take meinly immature fish, and

lsndings frow other arsas of the ceast included a mixture of sizz and age

The silver season opened on June 15, Ab this time, silvers were not
abundant, but were present in fair numbers all along the coast., During July,
the greater porticn of the trolling fleet turned to the mora proritable
albacore fishery. The few boats that continued to fish off the Colunbia

brought, in mainly silvers. 4, Newport and Coos Eay, both chinook and silvers



























one was reported as a clum salaon ir the Frager River,

During September and October, 20 chinooks, of which 19 were emall, and
29 silvers, of which four were emall sascond<year fish, were tagged off the
Columbia River. One silver, tagged on September 28, was recovered in the
Columbia River, thras days later, Onse large silver, tagged on October 2, waus
recovered in the Columbia River on November 20,

The 1950 tag recoveries indicate that chinocks from California streams
play a much more important part in the Oregon troll fishery than was pre-
viously thought., Thus far, all recoveries of chinooks tagged in the Coos
Bay area in 1950 have besn from California streams. FPrevious tagging in
this area resulted 1n thres recoveries of immature chinooks in the troll
fishery northk of Coos Bay, and of one "jack®” in the Sixes River., Two chinooks
tagged in this area in 1949 were recovered in 1950, one off the California
coast and one in the Sacramento River. Were it not for the fact that few
large chinooka have been tagged in this area in June and July, it would be
safe to say that the bulk of the chinook salmon taken im this area are from
California streams,

The recoveries obtalired from chinocks tagged off Hoceta Road indicate
a mixture of California and Columbia River fish, These are the first recoverioes
ever obtained from the tagging of chinook salmon off the central Oregon coast,
and much more tegging needa to be done before even tentative conclusions
can be drawn about the chinooks in this arce,

Thus far, thero have been no recoveries from the mmerous small ahinoaks
tagged off the Columbia River and in the Coos Bay area during June and July,
Much valuable information ig .anticipated from this tagging.

The silver calmon recoveri are follewing the sams pattern as 1n
previocus years, HNot one of th Zfish rascovered so far this season has besn
retaken south of tho point of tsgging, This merely adds to the existing
























































