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' INFORMATICHAL REPORT

The 1965 Personal-Use Rezor Clam Fishery

Introduction
Egzar clar diggers ware sampled @z in the past on every other minus
tide during the April teo Septowber peried. Gonsidevadle 2ffort was also
spent on public velations, and the losal court records were checked for clam
vielations,
Gar counts oun the thres access voads to thoe beach were intervupted
pericdically due 2o vendesiism, and the ccnsiru;tioﬁ o an apartment house st

“

Gearhart made thzt road almos

X3

izpaszsable for absut three months so the ear !

B
1
7
]
#

counter was not installed wotil the latzer part of June. Cozrectioms for lost Sk

counts were umade,
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Some 1.13 millicn cloms were teken in 1933 by noarly 76,000 diggers,
whﬁch is a slight incvesse svmy_iﬂ&é {Table 1}, Io addizion, about 186,000
clams were wasted for a total z@ona f 1.3 millien zlzms (Pigure 1). 1t
may be moted &n Tablae 1 thae 75 OE the olams wors token from the 2-mila
Seapide beach. The dyastic decwassse in the noreh bﬁacﬁ rroduction may re-
£lett the very large havvest of small clame from that aves ia 1964, Conditions
wmore favorable to awaiznw of the clsms and excellant avellobiliey of lurme clans
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ful season at Sesgide. It should a opronimately 200,000 clao

were teken by commercisl diggers from the Eesside beach.

Figure 2 shows the age csoposition of gersenal.use dug clsms'for 1964

and 1865. The reducad take of 0's from 38% in 1064 fo 20% in 1965 45 evideni.



Also, the high take of i+ ¢clams indicates geood survivel of small clans from

1964 and evidence of a large yoav class.

Public Relations
The constank cry of those cited o r&zof clam vislaaians is that éf
not belng imform@d. o at least sase this situeiien., the rosor clam_reguiaw
tions were printed on CELE 11? cepds and plaoesd in 8Y nmotels and other busiﬂ@ssl
h@ﬁs@a in the Sezside-Gearbart area. AaAlse, 2,500 foodfish and shellfish
sﬁnopses were supplied to west Businessss in the awves that remted ov zold ¢lam

shovels, the state police, chaubers of commaren, snd soveral hundred individusl

digpers.

Table L. Perscual-Use Barvest of Bazor Clame by Avea frem
Clatsep Beaches, April-Saptenber 1943.

- Hiles of  Ho. OF Yean Noa ﬁﬁgwclamsl T No. Clame
Am?a Besch Digsery Gilams FPex Dig D Wastad
1qé¥f 16 30,432 1.3 343,656 25,400
#/ 2 45,384 1.8 L789,8% 361,920
TeTAL 18 75,806 13,0 1,139,512 186,320

g}‘ Neéanicum River to Colvahia Biver {North Bezch)s
2/ Tillamook Head o Necanicem Rivar (Seaside).

On & smaller scale, sixz digging @emaﬂ&tw&&iums ware held on the bipgest
tide‘serias-t@ inform thoge interested in the how, when, and where @f digging
and'tipa ori howr to clean and cusk the satch. Yhe sucecess of the demomstrations
‘fﬁng@d‘fxﬁm 0 to 150 persoms. TV, vadic, and newspaper coversge materislly

aided this effort.
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ﬁiili@ns of Clams
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Pérgonal-Use Harvest aund Wastage of Raso¥ Clams

frem Olatsep Beaches, 1953- 08,



. 6Dk

3P

()

50

¥

20

1964

b

Par Cent

10,

TR

0:2 <0.1

60}-

E])

50

1963

20

0y

. #'”'1 ..?“‘1‘ 9

Figuze go .

1 2 3 & 3
Age

_Age-cempnsitiun Qf Personal-Use Razpﬁ Clams
from Clatsop Beach, April-September, 196465,



Lay Enforeement
Lﬁ@'éﬁﬁér¢@maat'ac££vity by the state poliece incressed comnsiderably
in 1965 23 the dense cxowd of diggers st Sesside wes suited to inflleration

by numerous plain clothes officers. Ipn 19635, 345 citatioms were issuned as

compared to 122 last year. It wes also encoursging &0 note that the sumber of

p—.:

wastage ceses increased from 42 in 1964 to 125 4 5. The number of sus-

pended, dismissed, and ,vntasunﬁ cases also decveased ah&rpiy in 1965. On ﬁhe
other hand, Flnes were much lower in 1965 aod reflect move srrasts for wminor
violations. Tha& Ss,.axre ﬁ were made for twe clams over the limit or one ov
tud wasted. 5@ far ss wastage 1s concermed, this is imporient becausa if a

digper wastes one clam, then gach time the conditlons secur that indwee wagtzage.

Biscuasion

Alvhough the rasor clom stooks seem to be increasing, s patiern for de-
.eling has once again vepeated itzelf. Evidence for this @ﬁatement reste in the
fact that the 1935-38 situmation bas vepested itself iu the 1962-65 peziocd
'(Ehgure L. Alszo, the cateh of 0%a in 1963 decreased sharply as haﬁpaaed ;n
igﬂﬂa 1f wastage incresses esrly in the season In 1966, this will also €it the
deﬁlime pattern. Nowever, a rovgh caleulstion fndicaten that the decresse may
not be as severe.

The failuve of the moreh besch is disturbing as h&s&ery shows. this is
where the bulk of the elaws have beon barvested. L£ indeed there are no 2+
clams in 1966; th@m I will comeclude that the bulk of the &léﬁs were dug in 1964
as O0's gud that the Eiahery will decline fgxthemm,

Therefora, it ap?ears‘measanabla that some measure of protection be affonded
ravor clams ﬁE eamiy nexi sesson wastage increases snd 2+ clams £ai) &é Rppear

on. the no°th beach.
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1f such a situation does materialize, it iz recommemded that Clatsop beach

be closed to all digging when the per cent 0's in the catch, including wastage,

veaches 50%.
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