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AGENDA ITEM IV - S t a t e  of  Stocks 

1. Dover s o l e  

The 1973 ca tch  of  4.4 mil l i o n  pounds was a cons iderable  reduct ion  (-25.72) 
from t h e  1972 leve l  of 5.9 mil l i o n  pounds. This  t o t a l  was a1 s o  8.9% below 
t h e  10-year mean (Table 1). The reduct ion  was due t o  a combination of  
f a c t o r s  inc luding  passage of  a s t r o n g  y e a r  c l a s s  o u t  o f  t h e  f i s h e r y ,  
dep le t ion  of o l d  s tocks  from a v i r g i n  f i s h e r y  off Coos Bay, and poss ib l e  
e f f e c t s  of fo re ign  trawl f l e e t s .  CPUE f o r  Areas 28-?A decreased t o  391 
pounds/hour i n  1973 from 451 pounds/hour i n  1972. 

2. English s o l e  

English s o l e  landings  i n  1973 were 2.4 m i l l i o n  pounds, up 8.0% from the 
1972 t o t a l  and 13.0% above t h e  10-year mean. CPUE f o r  Areas 2B-3A of 
240 pounds/hour i n  1973 was 15.2% below t h e  1972 f i g u r e  of 283 pounds/ 
hour. 

3. P e t r a l e  s o l e  

The 1973 ca tch  of  2.2 n l i l l ion  pounds was t h e  same a s  t h e  1972 landings  
and 8.5% above t h e  10-year mean. CPUE f o r  Areas 26-3A was 344 pounds/ 
hour o r  29.3% above t h e  1972 l eve l  of  266 pounds/hour. 

4. P a c i f i c  cod 

P a c i f i c  cod landings decreased t o  453,000 pounds from 1.1 m i l l i o n  pounds 
i n  1972 (-57.6%). Oregon i s  a f r i n g e  a r e a  f o r  cod d i s t r i b u t i o n  and the 
rap id  changes i n  l andings  r e f l e c t  t h e  v a g e r i e s  of water  temperature and 
y e a r  c l a s s  l e v e l s .  

-. 

5. Lingcod 

The ca tch  of  l ingcod i n  Oregon was 2.0 m i l l i o n  pounds,the l a r g e s t  landing  
on record .  This  was 48.2% above t h e  1972 landing  and 93.5% above t h e  10- 
y e a r  mean. 

S a b l e f i s h  landings were 838,000 pounds i n  1973, a 107.9% i n c r e a s e  from 1972 
and 430.4% above t h e  10-year mean. 

7. P a c i f i c  ocean perch 

Landings of P a c i f i c  ocean perch t o t a l e d  540,000 pounds i n  1972, t h e  lowes t  
landing  recorded s i n c e  1948. The drop was 10.3% below t h e  9172 l eve l  and 
97.7% below t h e  10-year mean. CPUE f o r  Areas 2E-3A was 359 pounds/hour 
compared t o  290 pounds/hour i n  1972. 

8. Other rock f i sh  

Landings of o t h e r  rock f i sh  t o t a l e d  3.6 m i l l i o n  pounds, dawn 12.3% from t h e  
4 .1  m i l l i o n  pounds landed i n  1972 and 16.1% below t h e  1 0 - y ~ a r  mean. The 
1973 CPUE of  417 pounds/hour was s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  1972 e s t i m a t e  o f  419 
pounds/ hour. 



AGENDA ITEM V - REVIEM OF THE OREGON FISHERY 

In 1973 Oregon groundf i s h 1 andi ngs t o t a l  ed 21.7 m i  1 1 ion pounds. Trawl e r s  1 anded 
88.9% or 19.3 mill ion pounds of the  t o t a l  catch (Table 2).  This was a decrease 
of 7.8% from the  t o t a l  trawl catch i n  1972 and 21.1% below the  mean f o r  the  
1963-72 period (Table 1 ) .  

Foodfish landings accounted f o r  18.7 mill ion pounds c r  96.9% of the  1973 Ooegon 
trawl catch. F i a t f i sh  were the  most important food f i s h  species group, contr i -  
buting 11.2 million pounds. Dover s o l e  was the  most important species  comprising 
39.3% (4.4 mill ion pounds) of the  t o t a l  f l a t f i s h  catch. Other major spec ies  
were English so le ,  pe t r a l e  so l e ,  and lingcod. Pac i f ic  ocean perch contributed 
13.2% (540,000 pounds) t o  the t o t a l  rockfish catch of 3.6 mil l ion pounds. 

An estimated 28.2 thousand hours of f i sh ing  e f f o r t  were expended by the  Oregon 
trawl f l e e t  i n  1973. This e f f o r t  level  was below the  29.2 thousand hours i n  
1972 and was 3.7% above the  10-year mean. 

Landings of groundfish taken inc iden ta l ly  i n  shrimp trawls increased t o  1.4 . 
mill ion pounds i n  1973 compared t o  1.1 mil l ion pounds in 1972. Rockfish 
continued t o  dominate the  incidental  landing, t o t a l i n g  874,000 pounds (62.9%) 
of t he  catch. 

Troll  landings to ta led  604,000 pounds i n  1973, up 4.1% from 1972. Major species 
were rockfish (440,000 pounds) and 1 ingcod (148,000 pounds). 

Landings of groundfish caught i n  pots to ta led  479,000 pounds in 1973. Sable- 
f i s h  made up 92.3% of t h i s  t o t a l .  

Landi ngs w i t h  j i g  gear were 9,000 pounds, primarily 1 ingcod. 
..-- 

Gil l  net  and longl ine  landings to ta led  1,000 pounds each. 



TABLE 2. OTTER TRAM, W I N G S  BY Inter. S t a t -  AREA I N  1973 - 
(Landings i n  1 9 000 pounds) 

T = To nearest 500 I bs. 



AGENDY ITEM VII - REVIEW OF AGENCY PROGRESS 

1. Current and Proposed Research 

a. Tagging. Two tagging t r i p s  were corr~plete between May 1973 and April 
1974. A t o t a l  of 975 s ab l e f i sh  were tagged between September 5 and 
October 5, 1974. Tagging occurred i n  Area.s 3A and 2C during the  
resource assessnient c ru i s e  of the  char tered t rawler  R/V Commando. 
On March 8-9, 1974 a t o t a l  of 164 Dover s o l e  were tagged-off Port  
Orford i n  400-450 fathoms of water. The tagging was conducted 
during a regular  f i sh ing  t r i p  of the  commercial t rawler  M / V  Harmony. 

b. Biological s tud ies .  The resource surveys conducted from 1971 t o  1973 
wi l l  be continued. The September 1974 c ru i s e  will be a r ep l i ca t e  of 
t he  1972 c ru i s e  and wi l l  cover t he  area between Yaquina Head and Cape 
Blanco i n  depths from 10 t o  250 fathoms. 

c .  Sampling program. Landings of Dover so l e ,  English so l e ,  pe t r a l e  s o l e ,  
rockfish,  and animal food were sampled a t  Brookings, Charleston, - 
Winchester Bay, Newport, and Astoria.  A summary of 1973 market samples , 
i s  given i n  Table 3. 

2, Reports Completed on i n  Progress 

a .  Pulbished during the  period May 1, 1973 and A p r i l  30, 1974. 

Barss, William H. 1973. Report of c ru i s e  73-8, shrimp. Fish 
Commission of Oregon (processed). 

. 1974. Report of c r u i s e  74-1, Dover so le .  Fish 
Commission of Oregon (processed).  

-- 

. 1974. Report of c ru i s e  74-2, shrimp. Fish 
Commission of Oregon (processed).  

Demory, Robert L. 1973. Report of c ru i s e  73-4, specia l  Fish 
Commission of Oregon (processed). 

. 1974. Report of c ru i s e  73-5, resource survey. Fish 
Commission of Oregon (processed). 

, and Louis B .  Fredd. 1973. Invest igat ion of the 
abundance and recruitment of bottomfish off  Oregon: Estimated 
y i e ld s  of Dover s o l e  (Microstoms pacif icus)  i n  waters off  northern 
Oregon-southern Washington. Completion Report July  1, 1970 t o  
June 30, 1971. Fish Commission of Oregon (processed). 

and Jack G.  Robinson. 1973. Resource surveys on the  
continental  she l f  off  Oregon. Annual Report July  1, 1972 t o  
June 30, 1973. 



Table 3.  Number of  Market Samples Taken i n  1973 Oregon Landings, by Area 
o f  Catch and Spec ie s .  

PMFC Area 
Spec ies  1 -C  2-A 2-B 2-C 3-A Total  

Dover so l  e 1 5 2 1 0 9 3 5 

P e t r a l e  s o l e  0 0 5 0 9 14 

English s o l e  0 0 5 0 8 . 13 

P a c i f i c  ocean perch 0 0 1 0 - 4 5 

Yellowtai l  rockf 'sh 0 0 4 0 0 4 

Canary rock f i sh  0 0 1 0 0 2 

Rockfish spec i e s  4 

1 1 29 3 17 Compos i t i  on 5 1 

Mink food spec i e s  
Cornpos i t i  on 0 0 1 3 6 10  

Total  1 6 67 6 53 133 



Lukas, Gerald. 1973. An eval uation of methods f o r  deterni  ni ng movement 
of shrimp, Phase If :  shrimp holdirrg s tudies .  Final Report July  1, 
1970 t o  June 30, 1971. Fish Commission of Oregon (processed).  

and Nichael Hosie. 1973. Invest igat ion of the  abundance 
and benthic d i s t r i bu t i on  of p i n k  shrimp, E'andaZus ,jol.dani, off  the  
northern Oregon coast .  Final Report July  1, 1969 t o  June 30, 1970. 
Fish Commission of Oregon (processed).  

Niska, Edwin L .  1973. Report of c ru i s e  73-7, shrimp. Fish Commission 
of Oregon (processed). 

Robinson, Jack G.  1973. Report of c ru i s e  73-2, shrimp.. Fish Commission 
of Oregon (processed).  

1973. Report o f  c ru i s e  73-6, shrimp. Fish Commission 
of Oregon @locessed) . 

, Connie Bruneau, and James M. Meehan. 1974. Groundfish 
and shrimp inves t iga t ions .  Annual Report January 1, 1971-December 31, 
1972. ' Fish Commission of Oregon (processed).  

6 .  Manuscri p ts  i n  Progress. 

Demory, Robert L .  Fea s ib i l i t y  of an anchor tag f o r  tagging juvenile 
English so le .  

. Growth of s ca l e s  of Dover so le ,  Microstoms pacif icus ,  
from an aquariurn experiment. 

- Forsberg, Brent 0. and Terry 1. L i n k .  Movements of tagged English so l e  
o f f  Oregon and Washington coasts .  

Hosie, Michael J .  Culture methods f o r  pink shrimp (panduzus jorduni)  
1 arvae. 

. Bopyrid paras i t i sm of pink shrimp (PanduZus jordani) .  

Robinson, Jack G .  The ve r t i c a l  d i s t r i bu t i on  and die1 migration of p i n k  
shrimp (PandaZus jorduni loff  Oregon. 


