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INTRODUCTION 

The black rockfish, Sebastes melanops, is the most often caught recrea

tional groundfish off the Oregon coast. This species' widespread occurrence, 

susceptibility to angling gear, and general acceptance by the angling public, 

all contribute to its importance now and its continued value in the future. 

Concern for the black rockfish resource lead the Oregon Department of 

Fi sh and Wi 1 dl ife ( ODFW) to pl an a tagging study designed to better understand 

the movements of these fish along our coast. This study was submitted to the 

National Marine Fisheries Service for possible funding under the Saltonstall

Kennedy Act. Funding was approved and the project field work was completed 

during FY 85. This report summarizes that work and the results achieved 

through December, 1985. 

METHODS 

All owners of charterboats licensed to operate in Oregon were invited to 

bid their services for use in our program. The bid form used is shown in 

Appendix 1, Bids were offered for 28 boats: 13 for Garibaldi and 15 for 

Newport. A ranking of vesels and a selection process·led to the acceptance of 

five boats for the Garibaldi work and four boats for Newport. 

Normal angling equipment (rod and reel} was used to capture the fish. We 

chose to work in areas popular with both recreational anglers and commercial 

hook-and-.line (jig) fishermen. However we did restrict our efforts to areas 




























