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RAZOR CLAMS FROM CLATSOP BEACH (TILLAMOOK HEAD TO COLUMBIA RIUER)
WERE SAMPLED REGULARLY FROM MARCH THROUGH SEPTEMBER AND PERIODICALLY
THE REST OF THE YEAR. SPORT AND COMMERCIAL DIGGERS WERE INTERUIEWED
TO OBTAIN DATA ON NUMBER. AGE COMPOSITION OF CLAMS DUG AND HARUEST
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AS TIME PERMITTED" RANDOM WASTAGE AND AGE-LENGTH SAMPLES WERE TAKEN
AND OTHER MISCELLANEOUS PR03ECTS WERE REPORTED.
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THE SPRING AND SUMMER HARUEST WAS 991.788 CLAMS WHICH INCLUDED

75.376 WASTED CLAMS. THE AUERAGE NUMBER OF CLAMS PER DIGGER TRIP
I.,J,':'~': 1"5" :3; 1""::)1',: ,,':9. ;"?:I. I) I ';il31::::I',: TI'<: I P::::" CL'::',I"'I "1I::1I..II'··II:)"',I···ICE 1.,.If~:::': f,'·)!':':!'··IL ....' F"OUN!)
ON MOST AREAS" AREA 3 CONTRIBUTE!) 36% OF THE CLAMS AND 39% OF THE
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STATISTICAL AREA.

TABLE 1. SPORT HARUEST OF RAZOR CLAMS AND NUMBER OF DIGGERS BY AREA
FROM CLATSOP BEACH. MARCH TO SEPTEMBER 198?
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AREA 1 COLUMBIA RIUER SOUTH 3ETTY TO FORT STEUENS PARK RD"
AREA 2 FORT STEUEHS PARK RD" TO BUNBET BEACH RD.
f"IREr·'·, ::; ·.:::Ut··I~"ET EiEr",CH r;':[).. TD GEr·',F,:Hr::',I'<:T r~:E'"ICH 1',:1)"
AREA 4 GEARHART BEACH RD" TO NECANICUM RIUER
AREA 5 NECANICUM RIUER TO TILLAMOOK HEAD

CLAM WASTAGE AUERAGE ?6% IN THE SPRIHG AND BECAME A PROBLEM
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YEAR CLASS TO BE IN AUERAGE NUMBERS AND HIGH ON THE BEACH IH MOST
AREAS. THE HEAUIEST SET OCCURED IN AREA 1" THE AGE COMPOSITION OF
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THE LACK OF OLDER CLf"IMS.

EXCELLENT FALL GROWTH MADE THE FALL FISHERY MORE ATTRACTIUE
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AND CONTRIBUTED A CALCULATED 101.400 CLAMS (OF WHICH 7700 WERE
WASTED)TAKEN ON 8.100 DIGGER TRIPS FOR AN AVERAGE OF 11.6 CLAMS
PER TRIP. THE FALL HARVEST IS INCLUDED IN ANNUAL HARVEST. TABLE 2.

THE TOTAL SPORT HARVEST WAS 1.093.000 CLAMS WHICH INCLUDES
83.000 WASTED CLAMS. THE TOTAL HARVEST WAS 56% OVER THE 10 YEAR
,,:",) EF;: ''',GE •
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CLATSOP BEACH. 1982-1987.
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MANY COMPLAINTS WERE RECEIVED ABOUT THE NUMBER OF WASHINGTON
DI (3(:;1;:: I';;: S el/··j 'I" HI:;, OI';:EGOI··! EiI;::"'ICHE':~ DUE TO 1.'.Ii"I';::H I !',(3T'CI/',,1 !~:I::,;~CI/~: CLi'll"1 ~::E",::,SCH',I~'::

BEING CLOSED"DIGGERS VOICED THE CONCERN FOR NEEDING A LICENSE TO
DIG RAZOR CLAMS"THERE IS 3UBSTANTIAL SUPPORT FROM DIGGERS FOR HAVING
A LICENSE REGUIRED FOR HARVESTING SHELLFISH AND MOST FEEL A OUT-OF­
STATE LICENSE FEE BE REGUIRED EQUAL TO WASHINGTONS. DRIVING ON
CLAM BED3 IS BECOMING MORE OF A PROBLEM AND STATE POLICE AND OUR
DEPARTMENT HAS HAD MANY CALLS ON THE NEED FOR ENFORCEMENT.

BEACHES SOUTH OF TILLAMOOK HEAD
DIGGING WA3 POOR IN MOST AREAS IN THE NEWPORT AREA BUT CLAMS

WERE TAKEN FROM SOUTH SLOUGH SPIT IN COOS BAY AND SHORT SANDS BEACH
AT CANNON BEACH. DIGGERS NUMBERING UP TO 50 PER DAY WERE COUNTED
OH 1'3ETTI':::I'::: ''1' I DF'" I "',1 f:,I~'I';: 1: 1.." m',II) 1"'11:::,'/ 01', "::HOF.:"I" ,;::,"",.,'I)',,~ BI.Jr I) I (,j'3 I 1'··Ii::l I.d,",,::;,
THROUGH BY JUNE. CATCH DATA IS LISTED IN TABLE 4.

TABLE 4. AREA CATCH DATA FOR BEACHES SOUTH OF TILLAMOOK HEAD.
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COMMERCIAL FISHERY

COMMERCIAL HARUESTERS LANDED 29.197 POUNDS ON 2344 TRIPS. A PRICE
OF $2.25 A POUND ATTRACTED 276 DIGGERS INTO GETTING PERMITS BUT ONLY
173 LANDED. SOME DIGGERS QUIT DUE TO SMALL CLAMS. THE 1985 YEAR CLASS
DOMINATED SPRING CATCHES. AGE COMPOSITIONS OF THE CATCH IS LISTED IN
TABLE 5. RANDOM FALL SAMPLES INDICATED THAT 70% OF THE POPULATION WAS
NOT OF COMMERCIAL SIZE AT THAT TIME. SOME WASTAGE WAS OBSERUED ON AREA
3.MANY DIGGERS FAILED TO TURN IN THEIR LOGS DURING THE YEAR BUT TURNED
THEM IN ON APPLYING FOR THEIR 1988 PERMIT.
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FROM CLATSOP BEACH. 1982-1987.
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MISCELLANEOUS PROJECTS

SI:',I"'IPLES OF 1;;:,",;,:01''-: CL.'::::I 1"'1''': I···I::',I.)E DI:CI:~I···I ''';EJ··IT 'ro O. ::::. 1...1. I='C)F~

EXAMINATION OF INFESTATIONS OF NIX. AT THIS TIME LEUELS OF
NIX HAS NOT BEEN HIGH ENOUGH TO CAUSE LOSSES OF CLAMS. MEAT
CONDITION AND STAMINA OF OLDER CLAMS (THIRD YEAR CLAMS AND UP)
I.,.I,':'~'; NOTED 'rci BE '.)EI::('·,.' 1"'001:::: 11'·1 :I. ''':11::''':,. ~':;::II·'·II":'I .... I HI3 01"' I"'IC) I ',:;TI...II;;:I:::
CONTENT IH CLAMS WAS STARTED TO SEE IF THERE MAY DE A COHNECTIOH
TO HI:'·':.

MOISTURE WAS RECOMMENDED AS A EASY TEST TO PERFORM WHICH
REFLECTS THE GEHERAL COHDITIOH OF THE MEAT. PROCEDURES FOR
SAMPLING (:I.).USE CLAMS OF THE SAME SIZE. (2).CLEAN CLAM AND
REMOUE DIGGER. (3).DLOT MEAT FREE OF EXCESS MOISTURE. (4).WEIGH
CLAMS AND CONTINUE TO WEIGH AT :1./2 HOUR INTERUALS.(5). BAKE AT
350 DEGREES. RESULTS OF TESTING SHOWED A 7:1..3 TO 82.1% RAHGE
II··j 1"10 I :::;TUI':(E L.O:::::::;. TI:::,E:I..E 6 !,;1..101.,1:",: tdE I GHT U:::,,:,,:::,; D'.,.' PEF(CEJ·rr OF 13m)'.,.'
WEIGHT. THE L.OWER THE PERCENTAGE of MOISTURE LOST THE BETTER
THE MEAT CONDITION.



TABLE 6. PERCENTAGE OF WEIGHT LOST BY MONTH

PERCENT 1986 1987
WEIGHT OCT NOV DEC JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC
LOST
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73n0
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70u0
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A BANN ON SHELLFISH HARVESTING WAS IN EFFECT JULY 1 THROUGH JULY
9 ON THE NORTH COAST. A SAMPLE OF RAZOR CLAMS WAS SENT IN FOR P.S.P
TESTING DURING THE CLOSURE FOR SHELLFISH OF WHICH A RATE OF 98u.
WAS FOUND. A SECOND SAMPLE WAS CHECKED IN SEPTEMBER WITH A RATE OF
45u9u


