TROLL SAIMOF INVESTIGATION PROGRESS REPCRT.
APRIL « CCTOBER 1956

Introduction

Following the precedent of previous years, biologiste stationsd at
key Oregon ports samplad a large percentage of ths ocean troll salmon catch
for fish with clippad fima, The actual reeovery of these merked fish by the
Oregcn fishery during the 1956 season is sumarized in this report, Oregon
marks recovered by fisheries in other aereas, ard tha caleulated numbers of
Oregon marked salmon taken by the Pacific Coast fishery will ba diccussed in
later reports, A large rumber ¢f singls f£in elipg wore also obgerved, but
are not ingluded in this raport,

Mr, Ronald C, Nazab did the mzjority of the sampling for the Astoyia
ar 8, which £ 1Iuded fish landed at Astoria, Warrentom, end Ilwace, plus thse
many vhich wera trucked from coastal ports for processing by Astorla caanerl s.
Thess coastal fish were included with their respective ports of landing,
although the exast area of catch was unkmoun, Mr. Gale R, Finley sampled th
camnercial end sport Zishsrles at Newport end Despoe Bay. M gsra, Alfred R,
Morgan and Raymomd N, Breussr coopersted in checking ¢he landings in the Coos
Bay aveas whons or tims permitted, but the large majority of fish from that
area wars gamrpled when they arrived in Astoria for processing.

Seales from the marked chinock were read once (by ACN) and assigned to
their proper experiment by broocd year. Whensver there was any doubt as to
the correct age, the scales were read agasin (by JVH and RCN) and a decision
reached,” The marked silvera were assumed to be of the 1953 brood except those
of extremely small sizs vhose scalea were yead, Viry few 1954 brood silvers

were found in this year'’s marks,



Silver Salrmon

To convert the landing statistics, which are given in pounds, into
actual mmbors of fish, averagemmight data were camputed, Table 1 gives
the average dreased weight of the silvers by port and month, The 1956 averages
are far under the previcus five-ysar average and this year®s average of 6.11
pounds is the lowest svor recsorded,

Undoubtedly saveral factors comtridbuted to the extremely small
individual sise of the 1956 silver salmen crop, Partial axplanation is the
large catch of silvers Quring the momths of Juns and July vhen they are of
small gize, wvhich would lower the yearly average, In previous yeare most of
the silvers were talon during July, August, and September, and were of a
larger size, Also to be considered was the large mmbers of two-—year-old
Jack silvers which appsared off the Columbla River during the last mamths of
the scason, HMany landings were nearly all jack silvers with the percentage
becaning eo high that local canneries paid reduced pricas for the amaller fish,

Pishing pressure leasscned considzrably from the last of August to the
middle of Saptember vhen many of the trollers went jigging for albacore tuma,
Since the tuna were quite a distance cffshore, only the larger boats were
capable of the long trips required, and the less-effielent small boate and day
traliers landsd the bulk of the salmon, Frequent storms in the last weeks of
Ostober prectically elimirated the fishing during the latter part of ths season,

The mmbers of silvers examined by their respective port of landing
and month are shoun in Tablo 2, It was estimated that 95 per cemt of the
silvers landed and examined for marks at the Columbia River ports were actually
ocaught in the area extending fram Willape Bay to Cape lLookout, 3 per cent were
caught in the Coos Bay area, and 2 per cent in the Newport area, Well over 90
per cent of the silvers landed at the coastal ports were caught in the general
























































