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DlmOOOOTION 

On March J., 1962 a cooperatiw stuclT was beaan by the Atomic Energy 

Com1881.on (AEc), the t1. s. Bareau of Ca!naroial Fisheries (:ooF), and the 

Oregon Fish Ccn!dadm (CPO) to ctetendne the otfshare-1nabat'e ~ ot 

»onr so1e <111emntmre met.aaw> ana blaokcoc1 {Ayg,Jggpp, t3Pladt). ~!or 

to this• however, taaaed Dewer sole wre released an cooperatiw cruiaea bJ' 

the OOF and the tFC on the AEC stations aouthuest or the Columb!a M.wr. 

'?asged fish wre released frm the vessel lll[ QslargqJ41, (under charter to the 

OOF) and the BCF wuel isJm ,U. .2aJlll• 

In June 1962 an Aquatic Biolog:l.st I uas aaeigned to the project am a 

sustained ettort bas been mde to recOV'Gr tags trm the cOJ!berc1al lam.Unga 

at Oreaon ports. 

1-f:TII(l)S 

The tngged fish were released in depths ~ tram 5<>-.40() tatbma at 

25-t'athaa !ntenala on abou.t a 40-«dle l1ne ~ in - B011thwesterl3 

direction fl-an the Coluab:la R1"Nro li'ish to be tagged were taken with a /IX>­

msh ccnnercial otter-travl net vi.th a l,.]/2-inoh mah liner in the cod-end, 

and the tow were· of 30 or 60 m.nutes duro.tion. At the em of a tow the catch 

l·Ja.S spilled on the deck and 100-.300 viable Dover sole or 50-u.50 blackooc1 were 

sorted into a live tank. Fresh sea uater l'188 supplied by the wssel I s pump. 

Several tl'P88 or tags ~ used 1rloluding plastic dart tags of v.f.lv'l tub1ng 

and Petersen discs attached to the fish vi.th stainless steel p1na. 'l'ag n­

coveries wre mde at Cregon parts by' inte.rriew'1ng fishermen at the docks and 

by visiting the filleting plants at regalar intervals. A reward qstel!l was 

establ1ahed in 1962 as an added inoentive to the fisher.men to return tagged 

f'ish tdth mat'e cmplete reCCJ'V'817 dat&o 



2o 

TAGG»n 

PPDr sqJ, 

A total or 4,433 Dover sole ms ~ on six cooperative cruises made 

on the AEC track line durina the period June 196]._qeptember 1962. i'ha lenat,b­

trequency distribtltions or the tagged Dover sole are sholm in Figure 1. Tbe 

uinter cruises haw not been productive primrlly because be.cl ueather limited 

fishin(; time, and fish have not been caucrht in mmbers at the shall.01-aer depthso 

Tbs tawd Dovor sole rel.eased at 25-ifatbom dopth intervals and subsequent 

recoveries are shown in Ficrare 2. Fair~ crooc1 mmbers or releases have been 

made in 100-250 i'atbCl!JSo Dewer sole bnw not been f'owxl abundant]Jr in depths 

ar-eater than 2:/5 f'athomso 

WWS/94 
The ta{Jging of b.1.ackcod uas begun 1n June 1962 and t-1111 be continued 

on future cruises. On the June and September cruiaes in 1962 a total ot 1.400 

blaokcod t·JaS tagaedo The lengt~equency distributions of the ta.368(1 black­

cod are shown in FilJUre 3o The bl.ackcod tag[Ied at 25-tatham depth interwls 

are show 1n Figure 4o Dlackcod have been t10St e.b1.mdarrli between ~ 

i'athor:is, and most or the tag releases have been made in this depth range. 

TAG RECOVERIES 

11Rr5 §921 

.As indicated 1n Fi[$ure 21 6.3 to.crged Dover sole released on the AEC track _ 

line have been reCO'ITOred thrau.ah Septern.ber 15, 1%20 These recoveries have 

been i:ade by OreL>'Oll trawlers fishing near the track lint3 in 25-150 fa.tbomso 

The UX!lited ariount of' cot!X!m'c:tal fishincr effort deeper than 150 fathoms has 

restricted recoveries beyond this deptho An example of the inshore ~nt 

is shown in FiglJre ; fi>Olil Dover sole released in 225 fathom.so Subsoquent1¥., 
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So 

recoveries ware mde by the travl f1eet at 150• 100, 75, 50• and 25 i'athams. 

Although tbs number or recoveries is a,all, a def'inite inshore movement can 

be observed tzocn near~ all of the other tagging areas. As the total m:aribar 

or teaed i'iah is 1ncraaaed 1n the .tuture, the research wsaels can be --. 

peoted to recover tagged ~iah 1n depths be,mid the areas sampled~ the ocm­

marcial trawl i'iaherf to giw a JIIQ?'e complete picture or Dover sole movemen'tso 

Blaqkcgd 

To date no recoveries of blackocd have been madeo This can be attrib­

uted to the relatively rev tasaed and to the lack or fishing ef"fcrt :ln the 

depths where the blackcad have been releaaedo 


